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“If you only read the books that everyone else is reading, you can only think what everyone else is thinking.” Haruki Murakami 

Reading is a cumulative process: each text expands your knowledge. The more extensive your reading, the easier you will find it to make connections between texts. It is essential you read beyond the set exam texts so you can develop your individual knowledge of the genre and how it can be used or subverted by various authors. Reading wider texts will support your aspects of tragedy understanding. This list is far from exhaustive. 

Greek Tragedies (in translation): 
Sophocles, Oedipus Rex, Antigone 
Aeschylus, Oresteia 
Euripides, Women of Troy, Medea

Shakespeare’s Tragedies: 
Hamlet 
Macbeth 
Othello
Romeo and Juliet 
Julius Caesar 
Titus Andronicus 
Anthony and Cleopatra 

Shakespeare’s Contemporaries
Christopher Marlowe, Dr Faustus 
John Webster, The Duchess of Malfi 

Other drama
David Hare, The Secret Rapture
Henrik Ibsen, Peer Gynt, A Doll’s House, Hedda Gabler
Arthur Miller The Crucible, All My Sons, A View from the Bridge
Tennesee Williams, The Glass Menagerie, A Streetcar Named Desire

Novels
Emily Bronte, Wuthering Heights 
Gustave Flaubert, Madame Bovary 
Thomas Hardy, Tess of the D’Urbervilles, Jude the Obscure 
Fyodor Dostoevsky, The Brothers Karamazov  
LP Hartley, The Go-Between 
Chinua Achebe, Things Fall Apart
Victor Hugo, Les Miserables  
Kazuo Ishiguru, The Remains of the Day
Ian McEwan On Chesil Beach  
Kate Chopin, The Awakening 
John Steinbeck, Of Mice and Men, The Grapes of Wrath
Donna Tartt, The Secret History 
Michael Cunningham, The Hours 
Paul Auster, The Music of Chance 
Leo Tolstoy, Anna Karenina 
F. Scott Fitzgerald, Tender is the Night 

























