Textual reference
(written), situational
reference (spoken),
ellipsis, substitution,

conventional knowledge
(schemata), coherence,
cohesion.

Shared knowledge?;
Topic, change in topic?

Politeness; everyday
codes; register used;
modes of address.

Intertextuality, social and
cultural considerations,
taken for granted idioms
and assumptions, modes
of address.

Why have people
written / said the things
that appear in the text?
What is the meaning of
the text other than what

has been written /
spoken? What implied

meanings do you detect?

Archaisms / neologisms /

jargon / technical vs.
non-technical

Spelling: conventional /

unconventional /
phonetic

I Pragmatics: the ways that

Grammatical
constructions that
contribute to register?,
Rules / conventions
discernible? Prime
function?

Pictures, illustrations;
headings, sub-headings,
captions, titles.

Symbols of formality,
variety, cohesion

Narrative viewpoint?,
Formality?, Authority?,
Prime function?,
Everyday vs. specialist
terms?

Design / layout

Font, diagrams, lists,
tables, graphs.

Persuade

Entertain

Instruct

Inform

Note: A text may
have more than one
purpose.

Age

Gender

Interest

Education

Single or multiple
audience?

Degrees of
specialisation

meanings in a text can work
beyond their apparent
surface meaning

Discourse: The way a text is

constructed, thread of the ideas, thel

voice the constructions that link its
constituent elements

Graphology: Visual

Alliteration, assonance,
rhythm, rhyme,
repetition, onomatopoeia

Purpose

Audience

elements that
contribute to overall
effect

Stress, pauses, non-
fluency features,
intonation, patterning,

prosodic features (pitch,

tone, volume).

Varieties: Standard
English, regional,
dialect features,
national, ethnic,
generational etc.

Features of idiolect

Phonology: The way
that sound can
contribute to the overall

effect of a text

Language
varieties /
register

Register: specialist

vocabularies /
conventions.

Most texts have a
constructed reader:
the ‘narratee’

Private / domestic
vs. public /
institutional

Word formation /
word origins
(etymology)

Historical / geographical /
dialect features /
colloquialisms

Taboo / levels of
formality

Semantic /
lexical fields

Lexis: Words
and patterns of
words

Phonemes, consonants,
vowels, syllables.

Semantics: the
exploration of
meanings that can be

found in a text

English language

Denotational,
Connotational meanings, Technology
figurative language T —
(imagery, symbolism, .
metaphor), collocation, / Synchronic /
context dependant | dichronic
(deixis). approaches
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Synonymy, atonymy,
hyponomy, polysemy,
tautology

[
I v
|
|

Oxymoron, register,
irony, hyperbole, litotes,
euphemism, rhetoric,
homonyms, paradox.

Age / social
groups / interests

Personal
experience

Gender

Covert prestige;
upward / downward
convergence

Cultural variation

Occupational /
institutional

Standard

English / Received
Pronunciation

e — e— —

Speech and
pragmatics

Written vs.

Spoken

Conversational

analysis

Written vs.
spoken

Literary
representations of
speech / actual

usage

Discourse can be

used i
way

n specialist
to refer to

conversation.

C
pri

0-operative
nciple, turn-

taking, adjacency

pairs.

Degrees of
formality /
politeness

Degrees of
language use

How explicit? Reliance on
subtext? How interactive?

Terms of address;
How dependant on contextual

agenda,
understanding? backtracking,
Degrees of repairs and topic
) loops, silence.
planning /
spontaneity

Differences:
see D. Crystal

Features of

Prosodic features part of
spoken language

the effect

Slang / taboo more likely.

Paralinguistic features
can aid meaning leading

Features of
written language

to use of vague
expression.

Once something is said it
cannot be unsaid or
altered: speech is an
event.

Harder to plan = looser
expression and re-
phrasing

Speech happens in real
time with participants
usually present.
Prosodic features (pitch,
tone, volume),
paralinguistic features,
phatic talk

Includes many spatial
features that cannot be
spoken (tables, graphs);

limited prosodic features.

Dialect

» SAho ntates / changes

topic / agenda? Who is
active / passive/
reactive?

How are questions /
commands / statements /
exclamations
distributed? Are there
any interruptions?
Simultaneous
uttererances? Pauses?

Implied meanings?
Phatic communication?
Degree of co-operation /
conflict? Positivity /
negativity? Humour?
Starting / finishing
strategies (apply to
conversation)?

Space-bound, static and
permanent.

Allows careful re-
reading; promotes more
compact expression and

complex grammar.

Lack of visual contact
means that participants
cannot rely on context to

make their meanings

clear.

Acts as a record and can
be revisited and read at
leisure. Can be re-
drafted.



