
Introduction to Sixth Form 
History



A Level History
• Three key elements:

• Tudors 1485-1603 (40%)

• Russia 1917-53 (40%)

• Coursework (20%)



The Tudors: 
England, 1485–1603

The Tudor dynasty is one of the most famous or
 could be infamous of all the English dynasties.
 Everyone remembers the rhyme ‘divorced, 
beheaded, died, divorced, beheaded, survived’; but 
there is so much more to the one hundred and 
thirteen years reign of England than Henry VIII
 and his many marriages. 

We begin with the usurpation of Henry VII and the constant 
threat towards him, the death of his first born son and 
securing his dynasty. Henry VIII, learning stories of great 
kings of the past, which influenced his reign greatly and the 
pressure placed upon him to have a son.  The outcome which we 
know.  The changes his children made to religion and the 
reasons behind this; which were more complex than Henry 
wanting and needing a new wife.  The challenging relationship 
with Scotland; the impact this had on relations on the continent 
and the threat to the English crown.  We end with the uniting 
of the two nations with the death of arguably the greatest 
English queen.





Examination:

There are two parts to this examination.  
Section A is an interpretations question 
which everyone answers.  You are required 
to identify the arguments and evaluate, to 
reach a judgement on which interpretation 
is more convincing. You must apply 
knowledge and understanding of the 
historical context to these arguments and 
interpretations.

Section B, you are given a choice of three 
essays and you answer two.  You are 
required to assess historical 
understanding of developments and issues 
within a broad and coherent chronology, 
covering a minimum of 20 years. The focus 
of these questions will be, as appropriate, 
on understanding causation, change, 
continuity, similarity, difference and 
significance over time. Thus, questions 
with a narrow focus, such as those 
focused on specific events, will not be set.



Russia in 1914
We start the course by looking at 
Russia’s entry to WW1
The ‘backwardness’ of the Russian 
empire
The influence of the monk 
Rasputin
Why was there not just one but 
two revolutions in 1917?

The last 
Tsar (King) 
of Russia- 
Nicholas II

His wife 
Alexandra

The 
mysterious 
‘mad monk’ 
Rasputin

The 
disaster 
of WW1

https://www.youtube.com/watc
h?v=KOK1TMSyKcM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KOK1TMSyKcM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KOK1TMSyKcM


To…Russia in 1953
A Communist country, led by Lenin 
then Stalin
Rapid industrialisation and 
electricity for the first time
The terror of living under Stalin
The victory of WW2
How the USSR emerges as a 
superpower

1921 Famine
Cartoon of the 
terror

Stalin as the 
father of the USSR

Stalin as God

Re-writing History

Gulag work camp
Civil War 
propaganda

Lenin

Queuing in 
freezing 
conditions to pay 
tribute to Lenin



Coursework- It’s a gift!
• 82% of 2019 cohort achieved A*-B
• 20% of overall grade
• Lesson time and support to write
• Pick your own topic 

Why was 
slavery 

abolished?
What was the 

most important 
factor in 

equality of 
women?

Did the Nazi’s 
benefit 

Germany?

Why are NI and 
Ireland divided?



Why choose History?


