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Message from the Head 

It is quite unbelievable to think what we have all achieved during this January 2021 lockdown: remote learning including 

live lessons for all students from years 7-13; over 85 laptops have been distributed to students; we have supported an 

average of 90 key workers in school within year group bubbles; our amazing testing team have conducted weekly tests for 

staff on top of those key workers who have consented; on Thursday 4th March 160 year 11 students and 72 year 12 

students were tested; today we have 150 year 10 students with consent booked in and 53 year 13.  What an astronomical 

amount of work, resilience and dedication from all our students at staff.  We look forward to returning to school next week 

and, together as a whole school community, we will stay strong and relish each opportunity each new day will bring.  Take 

care and stay safe, 

Mr Mitchell  

Friday 5th 

March 

Faith 

Learning 

Respect 

St. JOSEPH’S 

SAFEGUARDING: 

Safeguarding Leads in school are: Mr Price Deputy Headteacher 
and Mrs Lewis-Dale Deputy Headteacher.  Also your child’s 

Head of House as first point of contact.  

 
1. Have your uniform ironed and 

ready for your return 
2. Make sure you know where your 

school shoes are (and they still 
fit). 

3. Pack your school bag in advance.  
Remember the essentials: pencil 
case, planner, calculator, reading 
book, any exercise books 
(especially year 10). 

4. Check your braid and year group 
badge are attached to your 
blazer. 

5. Ensure you have your bed time 
routine sorted so that you don’t 
sleep in on your first day back! 

This Week in History 

04/03/1519 – Hernán Cortés and his men 
arrived in Mexico starting the conquest of the 
Aztecs.  One of the most famous of the 
conquistadors, his arrival in Mexico is studied 
by pupils in year 8 as part of their course 
looking at the impact of empires exploration 
on the world. 

05/03/1936 – Captain Joseph Summers flew 
the first version of the Type 300 aircraft, better 
known by its later name of the Spitfire.  It was 
a world changing aircraft, arriving just in time 
to fight the Luftwaffe at Dunkirk and later, in 
the Battle of Britain.  Year 9 pupils are 
currently studying World War Two and will 
look at the impact of the Spitfire, which gave 
the RAF a decisive advantage. 

In March, Women’s History month is 
celebrated and so each week, a different 
woman will be focused on who has had a huge 
impact on History.  This week, it is Anne Frank.  
Anne Frank was Jewish girl who was forced to 
go into hiding with her family in Holland.  She 
recorded her feelings in her diary, detailing her 
experiences of hiding in an attic for over two 
years.  After their hiding place was discovered, 
Anne and her family were sent to a 
concentration camp.  Her father, Otto, was the 
only member to survive.  He decided to publish 
her diary in 1947.  

This week’s book recommendation:  

The Coral Island by R.M.Ballantyne 

 
When the three sailor lads, Ralph, Jack and Peterkin are 
cast ashore after the storm, their first task is to find out 
whether the island is inhabited. Their next task is to find a 
way of staying alive. They go hunting and learn to fish, 
explore underwater caves and build boats - but then their 
island paradise is rudely disturbed by the arrival of 
pirates. 

Remote Learning Support 

Remember to check your emails 
by 8.45 each day and to use 
Support@stjosephs.uk.net for 
any technical issues and the 
homestudy-
help@stjosephs.uk.net email for 

any problems with work itself  

Give me five! 

Get ready for school! 
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On Monday 1st March this week, we reflected in school 
on the life of the patron Saint of Wales, St. David. Alt-
hough famed for his role in helping the Welsh Army to 

become victorious in battle against the Saxons by 
wearing a leak flower on their tunics, St. David was ac-
tually also a great teacher and devoted his life to help-
ing ordinary boys and girls to learn to read, write and 
learn about God through the Gospels. St. David be-

lieved that education was one of the greatest gifts an-
yone could receive and that his calling from God in life 

was to help children in Wales to learn and to learn 
about the life, teachings and example of Jesus. 

Before we come back together as a 
school community next week I want to 

set you this challenge:  

Spend some quality time with your 
family this weekend! 

Even though we have been locked down 
together as families, maybe you have 
been in separate rooms for a lot of it, 
home-learning, working in different 

rooms. So before work starts again in 
school, enjoy a board game together, go 
for a (local) walk together, eat a meal 

together or just share the gift of time 
with one another. God bless you all. 

Have you spent much time this lockdown playing on computer games, Xbox’s 
or Playstations? Is it somewhere you would expect to find Christ?  

Well, Rev. Simon Archer, a Church of England vicar decided to become the 
first ‘Gaming Rev’ and set out during lockdown to create an online Church on 
live streamed online video games! Playing ‘shoot-em-up’ games he found him-
self in conversation with many people who find themselves distant from the 
Church. Through these conversations, he built up relationships with others 

and found these people beginning to ask him deep questions of life, faith and 
spirituality. Rev. Archer has created ‘The Church of Chat’ where gamers can 
ask for prayers for loved ones, explore their faith and draw closer to God 

whilst playing computer games. It just goes to show, that even in a lockdown, 
if we look hard enough, God truly is everywhere! 

As we journey together through Lent, how are your Len-
ten promises going so far? I know I have found it hard to 
keep to my ‘no bread’ promise! I hope yours are going well.  

Heavenly Father, grant us to strength to stay true to 
our Lenten promises, grant us the time to deepen our re-
lationship with you and grant us the kindness to help oth-

ers in everyway we can this Lent. Amen. 



 

One night I dreamed a dream. 
As I was walking along the beach with my Lord. 
Across the dark sky flashed scenes from my life. 
For each scene, I noticed two sets of footprints in the sand, 
One belonging to me and one to my Lord. 

After the last scene of my life flashed before me, 
I looked back at the footprints in the sand. 
I noticed that at many times along the path of my life, 
especially at the very lowest and saddest times, 
there was only one set of footprints. 

This really troubled me, so I asked the Lord about it. 
"Lord, you said once I decided to follow you, 
You'd walk with me all the way. 
But I noticed that during the saddest and most troublesome 
times of my life, 
there was only one set of footprints. 
I don't understand why, when I needed You the most, You 
would leave me." 

He whispered, "My precious child, I love you and will never 

leave you 

Never, ever, during your trials and testings. 

When you saw only one set of footprints, 

It was then that I carried you." 

Poem of the week: Footprints in the sand  

Riddles to Entertain 

Last week’s answers are: 1. piano; 2. a dice; 3. gloves; 4. memo-

ries; 5. a river. 

This week’s riddles to tease your brain: 

1. What comes once in a minute, twice in a moment, but 

never in a thousand years? 

2. How many pairs of animals did Moses take on the ark? 

3. What tastes better than it smells? 

4. What loses its head in the morning, but gets it back at 

night? 

5. Some months have 30 days, some have 31.  How many 

have 28? 





St. Joseph’s Shout Outs! 

A huge thank you shout out to all our parents and guardians who have emailed / messaged / posted online their gratitude 

and praise for our hard working staff.  It certainly gives all staff a lift after a hard day’s work to know their  efforts and graft is 

appreciated. 

Pictured left are our first 3 

students to get their Covid

-19 home testing kits to 

take home.  Lilly Capstick, 

Katie Capstick and Grace 

Jewitt have taken their 3 

tests in school over the 

past two weeks and can 

now test themselves at 

home.  Testing staff at St 

Joseph’s would also like to 

thank all pupils who have 

been tested so far for 

their patience and willing-

ness to help in preparing 

the registration cards for 

us in preparation for 

testing when year groups 

are tested.  

On Thursday 4th March we 

celebrated World Book 

through remote challenges 

like creating Top Trumps 

cards for your favourite novel 

and competitions that tested 

your book knowledge 

through a 'say what see' quiz. 

Some of the students in 

school were also able to take 

part in book related activities, 

with Amber Robinson in Y7 

taking away a prize for her 

completed 'lockdown' novel 

that she created. Well done 

to all our readers today and 

all those who took the time 

out to celebrate the im-

portance of books in our lives  

Isabelle Jefferson shares a scenic image 

from her extensive bike ride 



MFL shout outs for amazing lockdown work and commitment 

7A1:  Bobyanne Allan, Lillah Birrell, Harry Compton, Amelia Davis, Isla Deavin, Harry Ferries, May Griffin,  
Rossi Kerr-Foley, Kya Stewart and Maisie Tinnion. 

8X1:  Jacob Ash, Mollie Bennett, Eve Brown, Luke Burdis, Samuel Charlton, Neve Conroy, Jessica Devlin,  
Alexis Foy, Adam Hayes, Isobel Jefferson, Tamsyn Kennedy, Oliver Kirby, Thomas Lockhart, James Locklan, Joseph Maher, 
Jack McCallum, Megan McCormack, John McManus, Oliver Ord, Neve Pagan, Ruby Rutherford. 

9X1:  Katelyn Best, Hannah Cain, Charlie Carter, Chloe Charlton, Aimie Fay, Kate Hackett, Sophie Justice,  
Eva Leng, Caoimhe Lewis, Jacob McClaren, Charlie Mole, Jay Moore, Grace Morrison, Miki Ng,  
Maisie Porter, Ashton Redhead, Mikah Sekhon, Mary Stobbs, Harry Swinney, Anna Tripcony, Sam Urwin, 
 Lucy Walker. 

9Y2:  Joshua Balls, Ethan Charlton, Jude Fraser, Nikodem Kubaik, Finlay Lowey, Freya Maddick,  
Joseph McCrossan, Adam McDonald, Danny McLeod, Joshua Tuplin. 

9X3:  Harry Butters, Rosie Findley, Ben Furniss, Chahira Kennedy, Layla Khlanlarpour, Alfie Little,  
Harry McCall, Owen O'Brien, Luke O' Reilly, James Saunders. 

Year 10 Spanish:  Caitlin Auty, Lena Avalos, Freya Black, Owen Clark, Kate Liddell, Keavy McGuinness,  
Grace McManus, Anna Muir, Eve Naylor, Joy O' Mahoney, Leah Page, Abigail Richardson, Macey Rogers, 
 Isabella Rogers, Grace Rumis. 

Year 11 French:  Layla Beard, Christopher Burdis, Megan Davies, Hannah Jobling, Ella Nugent,  
Ruth Nwokobia, Louana Pennick, Carly Pounder, Megan Rothery, Debby Showofora, Harry Tatters,  
Katie Whyte. 

Year 13 French:  Abi Kirsop, Molly McIvor, Faye Shanley 

Jake 

Scannel 

doing his 

press ups 



Kelsey Tinmouth's (8X4) perfect translation on the topic of music festivals in French  

An image from Leila Hughes’ wintry walk 

Some beautiful evening images from Jack Gatens 


