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True crime

Bugliosi, Vincent : Helter Skelter: The True Story of the Manson Murders

Capote, Truman : In Cold Blood

Cornwell, Patricia : Portrait of a Killer: Jack the Ripper - Case Closed

Grisham, John : The Innocent Man: Murder and Injustice in a Small Town

 Mailer, Norman: The Executioner’s Song

Pearson, John : The Profession of Violence: The Rise and Fall of the Kray Twins

Summerscale, Kate : The Suspicions of Mr Whicher


Classic fiction

Allingham, Margery : The Albert Campion series

Braddon, Mary Elizabeth: Lady Audley’s Secret

Chandler, Raymond: The Big Sleep / Farewell, My Lovely

Christie, Agatha : any, but I recommend The Murder of Roger Ackroyd, Murder on the Orient Express, Death on the Nile, And Then There Were None, Five Little Pigs, Evil Under the Sun…

Collins, Wilkie : The Moonstone / The Woman in White

Conan Doyle, Arthur: The Complete Sherlock Holmes  (includes four novels and fifty six short stories)

Dickens, Charles : Oliver Twist / Bleak House / The Mystery of Edwin Drood

Highsmith, Patricia: Strangers on a Train / The Talented Mr Ripley

Poe, Edgar Allan : The Murders in the Rue Morgue / The Mystery of Marie Rogêt / The Purloined Letter





Contemporary crime fiction writers / series

Atkinson, Kate: Jackson Brodie series

Billingham, Mark: Tom Thorne series

Child, Lee: Jack Reacher series

Cornwell, Patricia: the Dr Kay Scarpetta novels

Galbraith, Robert (AKA J.K. Rowling): the Cormoran Strike series

James, P.D. : Adam Dalgliesh series

James, Peter: Roy Grace series

McBride, Stuart: Logan McRae series

McDairmid, Val: Tony Hill series

Patterson, James: Alex Cross series

Rankin, Ian: Rebus series

Rendell, Ruth: Chief Inspector Wexford series / standalone psychological novels

Sansom, C.J.: the Shardlake series


Recent crime novels

Flynn, Gillian: Gone Girl

Hawkins, Paula: The Girl on the Train

Ware, Ruth: The Woman in Cabin 10


Scandi or nordic noir writers

Larsson, Steig: The Millennium trilogy

Mankell, Henning: the Kurt Wallender series

Nesbo, Jo: the Harry Hole series


Crime Drama 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/writersroom/scripts   Access to archived scripts from BBC TV crime dramas






























