
Faith 

Learning 

Respect 

As we draw to the end of 2022, it provides the opportunity for us all – both young and not so young - to re-

flect upon the past 12 months.  Our achievements and strengths; our weaknesses and areas to improve upon.  

It also provides the opportunity for setting new goals and ambitions, whether these be for academic success; 

to try new things such as a new extra-curricular club or hobby; or even to try and work on specific behaviours 

or attitudes.  This half term we introduced Class Charts across Years 7 – 13 which is a fantastic tool to permit 

parents and carers to see the achievements students make on a day to day basis, this may provide a base 

platform for our 2023 goal setting discussions and reflection.  We have had many fantastic events, sporting 

success and future pathways happenings this half term – please read on to hear all about them! Well done in 

particular to Year 7 who have completed their full first term at St. Joseph’s, the first of many to come. 

I wish you all a merry and holy Christmas, 

Mr Mitchell. 

Despite this half term being eight weeks long it has gone past 
in the blink of an eye.  Our students have been exceptional 
and shown fantastic levels of resilience and effort.  We en-
joyed getting back into our Church and welcoming parents 
and carers to our year group masses to celebrate our 
faith.  With the introduction of Class Charts students have 
been keen to demonstrate what good learners they are and 
they have been rewarded with over 30,000 credits awarded 
for learning alone.  

Being part of the wider community of Hebburn is so im-
portant to all of us at St Joseph’s and this has been reflected 
in the generosity shown by staff and students this year with 
Christmas donations.  Having a mutual respect for those 
around us at this time of year means so much to us all.  

We are also delighted to be back to ‘some sort of normal’ 
when it comes to offering students a wide range of enrich-
ment opportunities.  Students have grasped these opportuni-
ties with both hands, and they really are a credit to the 
school.  

Finally, thank you so much for the support you have shown us 
so far this year and I do hope you and your families have a 
restful and Merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year.     

The Pastoral Team  

FLAME  
 

FLAME has been embraced by our pupils and 
whole school community this term and we are 
very proud of how our pupils have let their 
light shine in so many different ways. Over 60 
000 FLAME credits have been awarded this 
term which is an indication of how much Faith. 
Learning,  good Attitude, Mutual Respect and 
Enrichment is going on in school.  The generosi-
ty of pupils, staff and families to support our 
charities, especially in the weeks leading up to 
Christmas, is humbling and has spread a great 
deal of festive cheer. This includes over 1300 
tins of food and £500 donated to Hebburn 
Helps and £20 care care packages going into 
our local community.  
 

Thank you so much  
Have a lovely Christmas 

Barbara Berry 
 



On 22nd November 8X1 and 8Y1 took part in the 

Dragon Quest, run by AMSP.  There were 2 winning 

teams at the end of the session.  They were: 

Jack Clelland (8X1), Reuben Maguire (8X1), Liam 

Mansell (8X1), Lucas McDowell (8X1) 

Rhianne Alty (8X1), Anya Leng (8X1), Emily Hall 

(8X1), Grace Ingham (8Y1) 

Well done everyone! 

I liked how each question 

was a step to getting a 

puzzle piece, it made doing 

the questions so much 

more fun! 

Lucy, 8X1 

The Dragon Quest was good 

for team building and 

problem solving in maths. 

Lucas, 

8X1 

If was fun and challenging. The 

Dragon was hard but fun to put 

together.  Some of the 

questions were hard but we 

worked as a team. 

8Y1 

I enjoyed it, as it was 

challenging and including a 

team effort and I got to work 

with my friends. 

8Y1 
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Robot Wars - Students develop their problem solving and communication skills 

whilst creating a series of fun challenges. Then they program a Lego Mindstorm 

robot to demolish their competitors creations. 

 

I attended the mass at St. Mary’s Cathedral on the 19th 

of November. At this time, I had just started playing 

the cello and I was extremely grateful to have the op-

portunity to play at an event like this. I was completely 

new to being a part of an orchestra and performing in 

general, but I felt very welcome and it was such a 

friendly environment. I felt like I was part of this new 

community (and I still do), as I have made so many 

new friends and learned so many new pieces. From 

improving my note reading to keeping in time with the 

rest of the orchestra, I have developed lots of new 

skills that I am already able to use. Overall it was a re-

ally fun, yet educational experience. 

By Niamh Flaherty 



CLEAN AIR  
On Thursday 24th November we were delighted to invite 

Gianfranco Rosolia into school to talk to our Y10 Influencers and 

Y12 Geographers.  Gianfranco is the author of the book,  ‘Clean 

Air’, which is the story of his grandmother, Jennie Shearan, a 

local activist.  Jennie’s campaign to close down the Coke Works 

on Mill Lane took her all the way to the European Courts. 

The Coke Works, locally known as the Cokies, spewed Sulphur dioxide, black dust and smoke 

into the air, day and night.  One day, Jennie decided enough was enough!  The audience were 

treated to some old footage of Jennie, including some of our past pupils running cross country 

around the ‘Cokies’, in the smog.  Jennie and her local action group comprised of working class, 

Geordie mothers who wanted clean air for their communities and the pupils of the local schools, 

including ours.   

We were delighted to be able to invite some of Jennie’s fami-

ly in to share this wonderful talk with our pupils.  All of the 

pupils who attended found the talk very thought provoking 

and inspirational.  When asked where Jennie’s motivation 

came from, we were told that it was her unwavering support 

from the people in her local community. 

All of the pupils who attended received a free copy of the 

book and Gianfranco gifted a signed copy to our library. 

In the coming months our Y10 Influencers will be going on a 

local walk to find out more about the Coke Works and how 

the area looks now.  We will also look at the old footage and 

images online as we go to see how the area has changed. 



As part of our annual Christmas Social Action 

drive we are passionate about supporting inter-

national charities like Operation Christmas 

Child.  

Students, staff and senior leaders across the 

school have collected 102 boxes ready to be 

distributed to students in greatest need in the 

world. This year, two thirds of the boxes are 

going to be delivered to refugees of the 

Ukraine war.  

We are really grateful to all students and staff 

who have generously supported this initiative, 

especially in the difficult economic climate.  





On Monday 21st November 2022 we were blessed with a visit 

by two local Church of England vicars, Rev. Gavin and Rev. 

Anita from Washington’s Hope Family Church.  

Both Rev. Gavin and Rev. Anita told us their amazing vocation 

stories and how God has called them to their awesome ministry 

through adversity, challenge and persistent calling. They ex-

plored their faith journey, the challenges they have faced in 

their lives and how God has shone through and always walked 

with them. 

Students then had the opportunity to ask some very thought-

provoking questions looking at the role of women priests, the 

impact of Old Testament teachings on some of their ministry, 

the role of priests in the Church of England and the importance 

of faith.  

Students were really engaged and we are truly grateful to both 

Rev. Gavin and Rev. Anita for their time, support and effort. 



One of the things that emerged was the true 

calling of Jesus to ‘love one another’ and we 

also discussed ways in which we can work 

together as a Christian family to each sup-

port one another and work across the de-

nominational boundaries to help young peo-

ple encounter faith, which we would love to 

do more of.  

Rev. Gavin and Rev. Anita were excellent 

ambassadors of the faith and it was great for 

our young people to also see a female leader 

of religion and highlight that both men and 

women have great vocations in religion.  

Thank you for your time and support and we 

hope to work with you again.  



As a school we are really passionate about supporting local charities and brilliant causes. 

This Advent we have been working together to collect food and cash for ‘Hebburn Helps’, 

our amazing local food bank and to create care parcels which will be distributed to the el-

derly, sick and vulnerable in our parish communities this Christmas working with our local 

SVP.  

Students and staff have collected 1302 tins/packets/food items for Hebburn Helps whilst al-

so raising a phenomenal £500 in cash plus also have created 20 Care Parcels which will be 

distributed by Faith in Action and Pope John Paul II award students with Chaplain Adam, 

Mrs. McEwan and the local SVP at St. Aloysius and St. James’ RC churches.  Thank you, as 

always, to everyone for their constant support in all things ethos and spirituality. God bless. 



The following amazing art work was produced by Mrs Renwick's class, who 

have been exploring the theme of ‘Still Life’. Students have been inspired by the 

work of artist Vic Vicni, and have learn how to blend colours to create a realistic 

image. Students brought their own food items into school, which they photo-

graphed using an SLR camera. The class then worked from these photographs, 

looking closely at shape, colour and tone. The art pieces are A2 in size.   

In module 1, Year 9 artists have produced work 

inspired by Rene Magritte. These surreal por-

trait take students bodies and combine them 

with a fantasy head. This is a photo from a dis-

play of students work in the art department.  



 
Under 16s boys table tennis: 3rd place  
 
Year 8 / 9 girls football CVL: 
St. Joseph’s A - finished 2nd and into the Champions play-off. 
St. Joseph’s B - finished 5th and into the Plate play-off. 
 
U13 Boys table tennis: Semi finals 
 
Trampolining competition:  
KS3 Girls Beginner - 8th, 11th 
KS3 Girls Development - 4th, 9th14th & 16th and team 2nd 
KS3 Girls Intermediate - 5th, 8th,11th & 13th and team 2nd 
KS4 Girls Beginner - 5th, 8th, 9th & 11th and team 3rd 
KS4 Girls Development - 8th, 12th & 15th and team 4th 
 
Cross country:  
Year 7 Boys: 2nd, 4th, 6th, 9th and team winner 
Year 7 girls: 2nd 
Year 8/9 boys: 3rd, 6th, 11th 
Year 8/9 girls: 3rd, 4th, 8th, 11th, 13th, 16th and team winner 
Year 10/11 boys: 6th, 7th, 9th, 11th and team winner 
Year 10/11 girls: 1st, 2nd, 4th, 8th, 9th, 11th, 13th and team winner 
 
Overall school winner 
 
Year 7 girls football CVL: 
St. Joseph’s A - finished 1st and into the Champions play-off 
St. Joseph’s B - finished 3rd and into the Champions play-off 
 
Leadership academy: Thomas Capp, Perry Boston, Amber Robinson, Lucy Gatens 
 
Urban Factory 
 
Sports Hall athletics Y9/10:  
Boys - Silver medal 
Girls - Gold medal 
 
U16 Boys basketball - Qualified for county finals 
 
Year 7 boys 5-a-side football - winners 
 
U14 Boys basketball - TBC 
 
KS4 girls badminton - 3rd place 
 
Year 7 / 8 sports hall athletics: 
Year 7 boys - winners 
Year 8 Boys - winners 
Year 7 girls - winners 
Year 8 girls - winners 
 



Year 7 boys football - Won West CLV, in quarter finals of county cup and semi finals 
of ST cup, ST futsal champions 
 
Year 8 boys football - ST Futsal champions 
 
Year 9 boys football - ST Futsal champions 
 
Year 10 boys football - ST futsal champions, the team came through a very chal-
lenging competition without being defeated once with crucial goals in tight games 
scored by Harry Richardson, James Locklan and Nicholas Blackwood. The 11 a-side 
team has qualified for the quarter finals of the county cup.  
 
Year 7 girls football - TBC - Wed 
 
Year 8 girls football  - 3rd in ST Futsal Championships 
 
Year 9 girls football - ST Futsal Champions 
 
Year 10 girls football - ST Futsal champions 
 
Year 11 Girls football - ST Futsal champions 
 
U13 Girls / U14 Girls and U16 Girls football - all still in the County Cups. 
 
Netball - Started up a netball club - successful numbers turning up every week, 
enough for 2 teams. Entered teams into leagues. Results TBC.  



Twelve Year 12 students have elected to partake an EPQ along with their other 3 
core subjects.  An EPQ is an independent research project which is equivalent to 
half an A Level.  It is worth points towards a university application and many uni-
versities also give students a lower offer if they have studied for an EPQ. 

Our twelve students have been taught skills including: time management, referenc-
ing, ethical principles to prepare for the biggest research project of their lives to 
date.  The students ultimately must produce a 5,000 word essay (equivalent to a 
mid-length university essay) and present their research to a live audience.   

We have a wide and diverse range of topics; from women in football, to children’s 
literature, to ancient languages & their impact on modern language.  Students have 
full autonomy over their research area and have the guidance of their supervisor 
and centre coordinator. 

On November 9th we visited Newcastle University Library and December 14th we 
went to Durham University library.  Students received a direct information session 
on topics such as referencing and plagiarism, in addition to a tour of the libraries, 
how to find physical books (bearing in mind these libraries have over a million 
books!) and how to access books and journals in the library online catalogues.  The 
students even received a library card so that they can access the university libraries 
in their own time! 

We wish the student luck in the projects and cannot wait to hear what they discov-
er on their research journey. 



Young Teen 
"A Good Girls Guide to Murder" by Holly Jackson 
 
"The case is closed. Five years ago, schoolgirl Andie Bell was murdered by 
Sal Singh. The police know he did it. Everyone in town knows he did it. But 
having grown up in the same small town that was consumed by the crime, 
Pippa isn’t so sure.  Abit of digging starts to uncover secrets that someone 
in town desperately wants to stay hidden. And if the real killer is still out 
there, how far will they go to keep Pip from the truth?" 
  
From the author of "One of Us is Lying", soon to be a major BBC series! 
 
Action and Adventure 
"Two Degrees" by Alan Gratz 
 
"Fire. Flood. Ice. Three natural disasters. Three kids who must fight to sur-
vive and change things for the better. Akira, Owen, and Natalie are all swept 
up in the global effects of climate change, each struggling to survive. But the three kids are more deep-
ly connected than they could ever imagine – in ways that will change them and change the world." 
 
An action-packed story highlighting the increasingly urgent threat of climate change. As important as it 
is exciting. 
 
Non-fiction 
"The Lady is a Spy: Virginia Hall, World War II's Most Dangerous Secret Agent" by Don Mitchell 
 

Virginia Hall never thought she’d be a spy but she was eager to do something to help the Allies win 
World War II and wasn't going to let anything stop her 
She made her way to France where she helped coordinate underground resistance movements, sabo-
taging the Nazis at every turn. Her covert operations, including capturing 500 Germans, greatly con-
tributed to the Allies’ eventual win. This is her story." 

A fascinating look at America's greatest female spy, an influential and inspirational role model if there 
ever was one. 
 
The Classic 
"The Old Man and the Sea" by Ernest Hemingway 
 
Short and sweet, this timeless novella tells the struggle of an old Cuban fish-
erman who hasn’t caught a fish in 84 days. With courage and determina-
tion, the elderly man goes out on his small boat one more time. 
 
A meaningful must-read with more morals than you can shake a fishing rod 
at. 
 




