
St Joseph's Catholic Academy  

A Leading Edge Technology & Applied Learning College  
Mill Lane, Hebburn, Tyne and Wear, NE31 2ET  

Telephone: 0191 428 2700  
  
Email: Office@stjosephs.uk.net Headteacher: Mr P Mitchell  
Web: www.stjosephs.uk.net   Chair of Local Governing Committee: Mrs G Kilgour   
Fax: 0191 428 4053        
 

 

 

             Caritas Christi Urget Nos 

         ‘The love of Christ spurs us on’ 
  

   

17/10/2022 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 

We wanted to update you on some changes we are making to the way in which we report progress at Key 

Stage 3.  
 

St Joseph’s senior and curriculum leaders have been collaborating with colleagues from across our Trust 
schools to develop an evidence-informed system of reporting which will enable us to move away from using 
GCSE grades at Key Stage 3. Reporting grades at Key Stages 4 and 5 will remain unchanged as pupils 
progress towards GCSE, BTEC and A-levels.  
 

In moving away from GCSE grades at Key Stage 3, we aim to ensure that assessment is a continuous 
process and an integral part of teaching and learning. All subjects will incorporate a wide range of assessment 
techniques, providing feedback recognising achievement and helping to increase pupil confidence and 
motivation. We will continue to ensure that pupils are aware of any learning gaps or misconceptions, which will 
be covered and corrected in lessons or follow-up tasks to move learning forward.  
 

In place of a grade, your child will be given a statement to indicate how well they have demonstrated their 

learning in relation to the key concepts they have studied so far in each of their subjects.  
 

 

Your child’s teachers will assess your child’s understanding of the key concepts of each subject based upon 
the core knowledge, skills and vocabulary they have been taught up to each assessment point. We will share 
this information and much more about your child’s curriculum with you via our website in each of the different 
subject areas http://www.stjosephs.uk.net/curriculum/subjects/.  
 

Yours sincerely, 

Mr D McGuinness 

Assistant Headteacher 

Pupil progress through the curriculum will be monitored using the following terminology:  

SURFACE DEEP TRANSFER 
This indicates that a pupil can 

demonstrate surface knowledge of 

key concepts, skills and/or 

strategies within the curriculum 

covered. 

This indicates that a pupil can demonstrate 

a deep understanding, application and 

extension of the key concept knowledge 

within the curriculum covered. 

This indicates that a pupil can 

transfer/apply their deep knowledge to 

new scenarios and different contexts. 

Pupils reflect on their own learning and 

understanding of the covered 

curriculum and beyond. 

"Surface learning does not mean 

superficial learning, surface learning 

is a time when students initially are 

exposed to concepts, skills, and 

strategies. Surface learning is 

critical because it provides a 

foundation on which to build as 

students are asked to think more 

deeply."* 

"We define deep learning as a period when 

students consolidate their understanding 

and apply and extend some surface 

learning knowledge to support deeper 

conceptual understanding. We think of this 

as a 'sweet spot' that will often take up 

more instructional time but can be 

accomplished only when students have the 

requisite knowledge to go deeper."* 

"Transfer learning is the point at which 

students take their consolidated 

knowledge and skills and apply what 

they know to new scenarios and 

different contexts. It is also a time when 

students are able to think 

metacognitively, reflecting on their own 

learning and understanding."* 

 
*Quotes from Hattie, Fisher and Frey, Professors of Educational Leadership 
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