
Knowledge Organiser: Treasure Island

Characters

1 Jim 
Hawkins

The protagonist 
and hero of the 
story

2 Long John 
Silver

A devious pirate 
hell-bent on 
claiming the 
treasure for himself

3 Squire 
Trelawney

A nobleman who 
organises the 
voyage, easily 
fooled and with a 
short temper

4 Dr. Livesey An intelligent man, 
often the voice of 
reason

5 Captain 
Smollett

A skilled captain 
who does not trust 
Trelawney’s crew

6 Ben Gunn A former pirate 
marooned on the 
island

7 Israel 
Hands

An old-time pirate, 
reckless and greedy

Themes
1 Coming of 

Age
We witness Jim growing 
into a mature and brave 
young man.

2 Loyalty We witness Jim learning 
about the importance of 
loyalty in the face of 
betrayal.

3 Role 
Models

Jim interacts with different 
characters from the adult 
world who display different 
qualities.

4 Lies and 
Deceit

Throughout the play 
characters continuously 
attempt to fool one 
another.

5 Friendship In the face of so much lying 
and betrayal, we see very 
strong bonds between 
characters forming.

Key Vocabulary

1 Protagonist The main character who 
the plot revolves around.

2 Antagonist A character who is the 
main source of conflict for 
the protagonist.

3 Stage 
Directions

Instructions on the script 
telling actors their 
movements.

4 Monologue A long speech by one 
character.

5 Narration The action of telling a 
story.

6 Chorus A group of actors who 
move in unison.

7 Linear 
Narrative

Telling a story as it 
happened in order, 
without flashbacks.

8 Flashback A scene that is set in a 
time earlier than the main 
story.

9 Dialogue Conversation between 
characters.

10 Dramatic 
Irony

When the audience 
knows something that 
characters do not.

Key Quotes
1 John Silver ‘You’re smart, Jim, smart as 

paint.’

2 Ben Gunn ‘Not shipwrecked. 
Marooned!’

3 Adult Jim ‘I gazed in wonder at Flint’s 
treasure.’

4 Dr. Livesey ‘The man talked sense. The 
most I’ve heard since this 
enterprise was begun.’

5 Smollett ‘But now I find that every 
man before the mast knows 
more than I do!’


