
Knowledge Organiser: The Tempest  

Creative tasks: 
1. Imagine you are Caliban, and write a curse that you would put on Prospero. 
2. Draw, paint or make a model of your version of the island.  Can you include key places and/or characters from the play? 
3. Re-write the story or draw a comic strip (including words) to re-tell it to primary school students. 
4. Create a diary entry of one of the characters, to show their inner thoughts and feelings at a particular point in the play. 
 

Useful links: 
For revision and quizzes: http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/english/shakespeare_summaries/the_tempest/revision/1/ (KS3 Bitesize: The Tempest) 
Watch the animated tales version: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kAZKIpWGN_Q 

Prospero has been living on a remote island for the past twelve 

years.  He is also a powerful magician, and has a daughter (Miranda).  
He is the master of Caliban. 
 
Questions on Prospero: 
1. What different things does Prospero use his 
magic for? 
2. How does he feel about Caliban, and how can you 
tell? 
3. How does he control Ariel? 
4. How can you tell that Prospero loves his 
daughter? 
5. Overall, how would you sum up Prospero’s character? 
    Try to come up with as many ideas as you can, with 
     explanations about what makes you think each one. 

Caliban is a deformed monster who lived on the island before 

Prospero. He is the son of a witch called Sycorax. He helped Prospero 
survive on the island, and Prospero brought Caliban up and educated 
                       him in return. However, Caliban believes the island 
                       belongs to him and grows to hate Prospero and his  
                       daughter, Miranda, as he feels like their slave. 
                         Questions on Caliban: 
                         1. What does Caliban look like? Include 
                         evidence. You could draw and label a picture. 
                         2. How does Caliban feel about Prospero? How can you 
                         tell? 
                         3. Do you feel sorry for Caliban or not? Explain your 
feelings. 
4. Overall, how would you sum up Caliban’s character? Add details and 
explanations to your ideas. 

 

Key Quotes from Caliban: Useful ‘translations’ from Shakespearean to modern English: 

“This island’s mine, by Sycorax my 
mother, which thou tak’st from me.” 
“I loved thee, and show’d thee all the 
qualities o’ th’ isle, the fresh springs, 
brine-pits, barren place and fertile. Cursed 
be I that did so!” 
“You taught me language, and my profit 
on ‘t is, I know how to curse.” 
“A southwest blow on you and blister you 
all o’er.” 
“Beat him enough. After a little time I’ll 
beat him too.” 
“I am subject to a tyrant, a sorcerer, that 
by his cunning hath cheated me of the 
island.” 
Task: what do each of these quotes 
show us about Caliban? Could they 
show a range of different ideas? 

thee and thou = you 
thy = your 
(‘thee’, ‘thou’ and ‘thy’ were more informal versions of ‘you’ in 
Shakespearean times. Characters are more likely to use ‘you’ 
and ‘your’ when they are being respectful or polite, e.g. when 
speaking to someone with a higher status than them.) 
 
afeard = afraid / scared 
art = are (e.g. in Art thou afeard?) 
hath = has 
humour = mood / temperament 
morn = morning / dawn 
o’er = over 
oft = often 
prate = talk / chat 
thy = your 
wench = girl 

 

Who’s who?  The Tempest 

 

On board the ship … On the island … 

Alonso 
King of Naples 

Ferdinand 
his son 

Antonio 
Prospero’s brother 

and the usurping 

Duke of Milan 

Gonzalo 
a councillor 

Trinculo 
a jester 

Stephano 
a drunken butler 

Adrian, 

Francisco 
lords 

Sebastian 
his brother 

Master of the Ship 

Boatswain 

Mariners 

Who’s who in 

The Tempest 

Prospero 
the rightful 

Duke of Milan 

Miranda 
his daughter 

Caliban 
a savage and 

former slave 

Ariel 
an airy spirit 

Spirits in 

the service 

of Prospero 

Iris 

Ceres 

Juno 

Nymphs 

Reapers 
characters in 

a masque 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/english/shakespeare_summaries/the_tempest/revision/1/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kAZKIpWGN_Q

