
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time Knowledge Organiser

Christopher Age 15, autistic, investigates the murder of Wellington.

Ed Lonely and single father. He has told Christopher that his 
mother is dead

Judy Christopher’s mother who left Ed for Roger. She struggled 
as a mother.

Siobhan Christopher’s teacher and mentor. She also narrates the 
play.

Mrs 
Alexander

An elderly neighbour who reveals Judy and Roger’s affair.

Mrs Shears A neighbour and owner of Wellington. Her husband left 
her for Judy. She thinks Christopher killed Wellington.

Roger (Mr 
Shears)

A neighbour who left his wife for Judy. He is Christopher’s 
prime suspect in the murder of Wellington. He is 
intolerant and impatient of Christopher

MAIN CHARACTERS

playwright A person who writes plays 

author The writer of a book

adaptation When a text is changed e.g. from a novel to a play

theatre Where plays are performed

audience The people gathered to watch a play

ensemble A group of performers who switch roles throughout 
the play.

flashback The chronology is interrupted by an incident from the 
past e.g. a memory

climax The turning point in a play where tension has built to 
an exciting point in the story.

Narrator The person who explains what is happening to the 
audience.

Staging The way a play is presented (scenic backdrop, 
position of the actors, type of performance space, 
lighting and sound)

Dramatic 
irony

When the audience of a play knows something that 
the characters do not know.

PLAYSCRIPT KEY TERMS

THEMES AND BIG IDEAS

Difference Christopher’s different experience of the world

Independence The play is a journey towards Christopher’s 
independence.

Relationships The action of the play is triggered by relationships and 
their breakdown.

Science / 
Maths

Christopher is most expressive on topics that have logic 
and certainty.

Communication How the characters communicate (or fail to) with each 
other.

Words to describe Christopher:
detective
inquisitive
logical
aloof
detached
awkward

WHAT? + HOW? + WHY?

Is your 
idea?

This
illustrates…
conveys...
suggests…
indicates…
communicates…

Quotations, 
methods, 
structure

Autism: a lifelong developmental disability which 
affects how people communicate and interact 
with the world.

Author of novel: Mark Haddon         Adapted by: Simon Stephens


