
Plot Summary
Reverend Parris finds some girls dancing 
naked in the forest who claim they were 
bewitched. A special court investigates these 
allegations and over a hundred of Salem's 
citizens are accused of witchcraft.

Arthur Miller
Born to a Jewish family in New York in 1915.  
He deals with realistic characters and events 
usually focussing on political and moral issues.  
Interested in the way we each lead our own 
lives and how people struggle to do what is 
right.

Key Words
Allegory – The Crucible can be read as an allegory of the anti-communist investigations in 
1950’s USA.
Colloquial – Miller uses colloquial language in the characters dialogue to make it sound more 
realistic.  Less educated characters have more rural sounding patterns.  More educated 
characters use Latin like Hale and Danforth.
Tragic hero – A character who makes an error in judgement or has a fatal flaw.
Stage directions – Reveal a lot about characters including background information which shows 
Miller wanted the play to be read as well as performed.
Crucible – A container that can be heated to a high temperature and separate the pure bits of 
metal from the impure.
Puritan – A member of a group of English Protestants in 16th/ 17th Century
Theocracy – A society ruled by people who are considered to be guided by God.
Capitalism – A way of life which encourages people to work hard to earn money for themselves
Communism – A way of life which believes everyone is equal and there is no such thing as 
private ownership

Key Themes
Loyalty
Fear
Identity
Reputation
Envy
Revenge
Conflict
Religion
Courage
Integrity
Tyranny
Lies
Betrayal
Greed

Key Characters
John Proctor – local farmer
Elizabeth Proctor – John’s wife
Reverend Parris – Minister of Salem
Abigail Williams – Parris’ niece
Reverend Hale – Witchcraft ‘expert’
Mary Warren – A shy girl who works for 
Proctor
Rebecca Nurse – local farmer’s wife
Deputy Governor Danforth – Judge in charge 
of trials
Giles Corey – local farmer
Tibitua – Black slave girl

Historical Context
1) English settlers came to America in 1626 and founded a settlement in Massachusetts.  

They were Christians who followed the teachings of the Bible extremely strictly.  They 
were called Puritans.

2) Salem society was a theocracy and community was very important.
3) Puritan women were seen as socially inferior and had less power than men.  Children 

were seen as young adults with no time to play and were punished if they misbehaved.
4) Puritans believed in the Devil and witchcraft.  Smallpox, attacks from Indians and when 

crops didn’t grow, the community blamed the Devil’s work.
5) The play is based on the real Salem Witch Trials in happened in 1692
6) The Cold War between the USSR and USA brought about a fear of communism
7) McCarthyism was a real life ‘witch hunt’.  Joe McCarthy organised a ‘witch hunt’ where 

people were encouraged to accuse friends, neighbours and colleagues of communism to 
clear their own names.

8) Miller wrote The Crucible after being accused of communism himself.  He refused to name 
anyone he knew as a communist.
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