
                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Plot Summary Vocabulary Characters 

1 The Carver family move to the countryside to escape the war. Max turns 13 and is given a pocket watch. Irina 
adopts a cat that becomes attached to her at the train station. 

Eccentric, transfixed, 
conjured, luminous 

Max – Our protagonist. Aged 13. Loves to read 
about science  

2 The new town seems nice. Maximillian tells his family the story of the Fleischmanns who once lived in the house 
and the tragic death of their son, Jacob. 

Enchantments, twilight, 
solemnly 

Alicia – his older sister ( 

3 Max explores the misty grounds around the house and finds a mysterious walled garden of creepy statues. His 
father finds some bicycles and a projector with old home movies. 

Hue, concentric, 
imposing, etched 

Irina – his little sister (9). Likes cats and seems 
to get her own way with her mother 

4 Max rides into town and meets Roland. He hears about a shipwreck that sits at the bottom of the sea and plans to 
go diving with Roland to see it. 

Penetrating, downcast, 
conceded, hypnotic 

Roland – a few years older than Max, lives in 
the lighthouse with his grandfather after his 
parents died in a car accident 

5 The family watch some of the home movies they found later that night. Both Max and Alicia are unnerved by the 
image of a clown in the film that Alicia thinks she has dreamt of and Max thought he recognised from the garden. 

Enigmatic, bewilderment, 
intrigued 

Victor Kray – lone survivor of the shipwreck. 
Built a lighthouse to watch over the sea ever 
since. Looks after Roland. 

6 Two parallel events unfold in this chapter: At the beach, Alicia joins Max and Roland exploring the shipwreck and 
hearing about Roland’s life. Back at the house, Irina falls down the stairs following a strange encounter in the 
bedroom with a shadowy figure in a locked wardrobe. 

Bazaar, nautical, 
sceptically, spectacle, 
hysteria 

Dr Cain – mysterious figure who has tricked 
and cheated people over years. Has many 
disguises/ forms. 

7 Max and Alicia are home alone as Irina goes to hospital. They join Roland in recalling their dreams of the clown and 
agree to challenge Victor Kray further about the shipwreck the next day. 

Lingered, conspiratorial, 
inevitable,  

Mr and Mrs Carver – minor roles only help to 
set the atmosphere (tension and worry) 

8 Roland tells Victor about the strange happenings and he agrees to speak to Max and Alicia about it. Solitude, pact, lurch Terminology 

9 Victor tells the youngsters the story of the shipwreck and the mysterious Cain who has had several run ins with 
Victor since his teenage years. He reveals there is ‘unfinished business’ with him. 

Attentive, obedience, 
grotesque 

Gothic genre 

10 The story continues and further details emerge linking the Fleischmann family to the mysterious Dr Cain. Proclaimed, depicted The supernatural 

11 As a storm closes in, Max returns home to watch more of the home movies. He senses Victor was still holding back, 
and his suspicions are right when the camera reveals a secret to him. 

Hibernating, concealed, 
imperceptibly 

Pathetic Fallacy 

12 Alicia and Roland have gone to the beach together and Max goes to the graveyard to visit Jacob’s tomb. After a 
terrifying encounter with another dark figure, Max demands the truth from Victor. 

Deduced, momentous, 
sombre, engulfed 

Foreshadowing 

13 Roland has a near death experience when out in a boat with Max and Alicia. Exhausted from their ordeal, they fall 
asleep in Roland’s beach shack. 

Unintelligible, retorted, 
dignified, spectral 

Tension 

14 Victor visits the garden of statues, only to discover them missing. Max makes an astonishing discovery on the home 
movies and Victor is finally ready to tell the truth about his past. 

Murky, recede, 
spellbound, apparition 

Epistolary novel 

15 As the real story is told to Max, the scene switches to the beach where Roland and Alicia are in danger and the 
Orpheus is rising out of the water. 

Intimidated, indebted, 
absurd, intuition 

 

16 Max and Roland try to out wit Cain in order to rescue Alicia but it backfires, leaving her in real danger. Emanated, noxious Context  

17 Roland must agree to an exchange of lives in order to save Alicia. A dramatic underwater scene unfolds as he 
becomes trapped in his attempt to free her. 

Defiantly, contempt, 
interminable, inundating 

Set in 1943 in an unnamed city in Europe with 
ongoing war causing a threat to the family 

18 It is the day after the storm. Victor leaves town and passes the keys to the lighthouse on to Max. Irina returns 
home from hospital. 

 The novel was originally written in Spanish and 
translated into many languages 

Epilogue Summer is ending and Max reflects on the time he shared with Roland.   


