
GCSE English Language Paper 2 Knowledge Organiser
Writer’s Viewpoints and Perspectives (Non-Fiction)

You will have two sources: one from the 19th Century, one from the 20th or 21st

Century

Question 1: 5 mins, 4 marks

True or False?

You will have a list of 8 statements about 1 of 
the sources.  You will need to select the four 
which are true.

Question 2: 8 marks, 15 minutes

You need to read both sources

You will be asked to summarise either the 
similarities or differences about a thing in the 
sources.  For example, summarise the 
differences between the boys in the sources.

You need to write two comparative PEE 
paragraphs. You need to compare things and do 
not delve into language analysis.

Question 3: 12 marks 15 minutes

How does the writer use language to…

You need to look at one of the sources and a set 
number of lines.  

This is the exact same question as paper 1 
question 2…only here it is worth an extra 4 marks.  
You need to write 3 analytical PEE paragraphs 
which analyse the language choices of the writer.

Question 4: 16 marks, 25 minutes

Compare the writer’s perspective on a given topic 
e.g. childhood or football, etc.

You need to write 3 comparative PEE paragraphs.  
You need to:
• Answer the question
• Identify and analyse methods
• Consider the impact of the context of the 

source.  E.g. if it is written by a woman in 1823, 
they will have a very different opinion on 
working life to a woman in 2015.  Or a working 
class man in 1901 will have a very different 
opinion and experience of travel to a upper 
class man in 2019.

Question 5: 20 marks, 45 minutes

This again is the writing section.

There is NO CHOICE of question.  You will get a statement 
and then an instruction of a type of writing.  You could be 
asked to write a: letter, report, article, essay, speech with 
the purpose to: inform, explain, argue, advise.  You need to 
know what to do for each genre (type of text) and each 
purpose.

You need to write 4-5 paragraphs, approximately 2 sides on 
A4 depending on the size of your handwriting.  You need to 
use non-fiction language techniques:

Anecdote & alliteration
Fact
Opinion
Repetition
Exaggeration, Expert opinion, Emotive language
Statistic
Three
Rhetorical Question
You

Genre requirements:
Letter – your address top right, their address top 
left, correct opening address, correct closing 

Article – headline, strapline, byline, topic sentence, 
quotations / eye witness

Speech – Directly addressing the audience, using 
auditory language e.g. onomatopoeia, repetition

1 hour 45 mins in total
80 marks available


