
GCSE English Language Paper 1: Explorations in creative reading and writing

Q1: 5 mins,  4 marks

List 4 things…

You will be asked to list 4 things about a set number of 
lines from the source.  E.g. list 4 things about the boy, 4 
things about the house, etc.

There are no marks for inference.
This is basic comprehension
You can write four direct quotations or rewrite the quote 
in your own words.

Q2: 12 mins, 8 marks

How does the writer use language to…

You will be asked to analyse the language choices made by the writer 
in a set number of lines from the source.  E.g. how does the writer use 
language to describe the sea

You need to write x 3 PEE chains 

You need to identify interesting words the writer chose, identify their 
word class, quote them and zoom in.  You need to analyse any 
language devices you find too e.g. simile, personification, then zoom in.

Refer to the writer by surname, identify word class and language 
techniques, provide a quotation which proves this correct, then analyse 
and zoom in.  

You have one fictional source from either the 20th or 21st century.  You have 1 hour 45 mins.  You answer 5 questions in total.

Q3: 12 mins, 8 marks

How does the writer structure the source…

Now, for the first time, you need to read the whole source.  You need to 
annotate it for STOPSEC: setting, time, opening, perspective, shift, ending 
character plus dialogue.

You need to write 3x PEE chains to analyse the structural choices of the 
writer.

The most straightforward way to do this is to consider: who, what, where 
and when at the opening, at the ending and any significant changes to 
these through the extract.  You write one paragraph to analyse the 
opening, one the ending and one for a shift elsewhere in the source.

Key words to use: shift, zoom in, zoom out, focus, STOPSEC.

Q4: 30 mins, 20 marks

To what extent do you agree?

You will be given a statement and asked to what extent do
you agree.  For instance, ‘A student read the source and 

said: ‘Simon is a boy who I have much sympathy for’.  To 
what extent do you agree?’

You need to write x 4 PEE paragraphs.  You MUST answer 
the question and analyse the methods the writer uses.  You 
can analyse language and/or structural methods.  You can -
and should- repeat quotes, ideas and parts of your analysis 
from Q2 and Q3 where appropriate.

There is not a single correct answer.  I.e. it is not right or 
wrong for if you should agree.  You are marked on how well 
you argue your point of view through your analysis of the 
source.  It is your job to convince the examiner that you are 
correct.

If you have any spare time at the end of the paper, come 
back to this question and just keep writing until time is up.

Q5 / 6: 45 mins, 40 marks

Descriptive or narrative writing.

You will have a choice of two questions.  One will be based on an image e.g. write a description of a busy street as suggested in the image below.  
One will be a line of instruction e.g. write a story which ends with a locked door.  You may have one descriptive, one narrative; two descriptive; two 
narrative.  This means, you must be prepared to answer on both descriptive writing and narrative writing.

Writing to describe Writing to narrate

Put yourself in the scene.  You stay 
still, describe the things around you.
5 senses
Colour imagery
Sophisticated and interesting 
adjectives

You need a plot with a clear: 
beginning, middle end
Disjointed chronology
Dynamic and varied verbs
Foreshadowing

The following methods go into both types of writing:
Sophisticated and engaging vocabulary

5 types of punctuation
Range of sentence lengths

Range of sentence types
1 sentence paragraph

Simile
Metaphor

Personification
Alliteration & assonance

Bang sentence, -ing sentence, -ly sentence
Vivid imagery and symbolism

Your mark scheme is split into 2 parts.  You have up to 24 marks for what you write: how 
engaging your writing is, how good your vocabulary is, how well you use language and 
structural methods.  You have up to 16 marks for technical accuracy: spelling, punctuation, 
grammar and vocabulary.


