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MFL (Mandarin) Curriculum Overview 

Purpose of study 
 
Learning a foreign language is an empowering experience. It provides an opening to other cultures. A high-quality language education at St 
Joseph’s will foster pupils’ curiosity and deepen their understanding of the world. The teaching will enable pupils to express their ideas and 
thoughts in another language and to understand and respond to its speakers, both in speech and in writing. It will also provide opportunities 
for pupils to communicate for practical purposes through the recycling of core structures, learn new ways of thinking and the strategies 
needed to interact with authentic materials in the original language. Language teaching in year 7 to 9 will provide the foundation for learning 
further languages and to begin to manipulate language for creative means.  
 
Aims 
 
The national curriculum for languages aims to ensure that all pupils:  
 

➢ understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of authentic sources  

➢ speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of communicating what they want to say, including through 
discussion and asking questions, and continually improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and intonation  

➢ can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety of grammatical structures that they have learnt 

➢ discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language studied. 
 
This is delivered through the curriculum outlined below. The expectation is that the pupils from top set class(es) will move through the 
programmes of study at broadly the same pace. However, decisions about when to progress should always be based on the security of pupils’ 
understanding and their readiness to progress to the next stage. Pupils who grasp concepts rapidly are challenged through being offered rich 
and sophisticated problems before any acceleration through new content. Those who are not sufficiently fluent with earlier material should 
consolidate their understanding, including through additional practice, before moving on. 
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Subject content 
Teaching will build on the foundations of language learning laid at key stage 2, whether pupils continue with the same language or take up a 
new one. Teaching will focus on building the foundations of language, developing pupils’ competence in listening, speaking, reading and 
writing, with basic grammar and vocabulary. It should enable pupils to understand and communicate personal and factual information that 
goes beyond their immediate needs and interests, developing and justifying points of view in speech and writing, with increased spontaneity, 
independence and accuracy.  
 
Throughout the course pupils will be taught to:  
 
Grammar and vocabulary  

➢ identify and use tenses or other structures which convey the present, past, and future as appropriate to the language being studied, 

➢ use and manipulate a variety of key grammatical structures and patterns, including voices and moods, as appropriate, 

➢ develop and use a wide-ranging and deepening vocabulary that goes beyond their immediate needs and interests, allowing them to give 
and justify opinions and take part in discussion about wider issues, 

➢ use accurate grammar, punctuation, writing and reading characters, reading pinyin and understanding intonations. 
 
Linguistic competence  

➢ listen to a variety of forms of spoken language to obtain information and respond appropriately,  

➢ transcribe words and short sentences that they hear with increasing accuracy, 

➢ initiate and develop conversations, coping with unfamiliar language and unexpected responses, making use of important social conventions 
such as formal modes of address,  

➢ express and develop ideas clearly and with increasing accuracy, both orally and in writing, 

➢ speak coherently and confidently, with increasingly accurate pronunciation and intonation, 

➢ read and show comprehension of original and adapted materials from a range of different sources, understanding the purpose, important 
ideas and details, and provide an accurate English translation of short, suitable material,  

➢ write prose using an increasingly wide range of grammar and vocabulary, write creatively to express their own ideas and opinions, and 
translate written text accurately into the foreign language. 
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These aspects will be interwoven throughout the course, gradually increasing in length and complexity.  
 
Assessment 
Students will see 3 key tasks in each module. Key task 1 and 2 will check for student understanding of content covered so far and will allow for 
diagnostic marking. Key task 3 will come at the end of the unit and will be a cumulative test of all aspects of the course which has been 
covered.  
 
All assessments will be followed by a closing the loop activity. The students will carry out learning to repair misconceptions or enrich their 
lexicon with complex aspects of grammar and vocabulary.  
 
Each lesson will contain an element of retrieval practice. This will often take the shape of a low stakes test at the start of the lesson. This will 
ensure that students are continually revisiting key concepts and language.  
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Progression model  

From KS3, pupils use sentences builders so they are able to communicate in full sentences immediately.  As pupils’ familiarity with the 

structures in the sentence builders increases, they begin to communicate without having to use the sentence builders.  As a result, pupils are 

able to produce language spontaneously and with increasing fluency and more accurate pronunciation.  In order to reduce cognitive load, 

pupils are introduced to different grammatical structures through the use of sentence builders and, if appropriate, ‘pop up’ grammar lessons 

take place to introduce pupils to the grammatical rules once they are confident with the key structures.  

 

Year 7 

Module 1 Module 2 Module 3 

All about me 

In this module, students will be introduced to 

pinyin, intonation and Chinese characters. 

They will be learning how to form basic 

sentences by using singular pronoun, 

adjectives and measure word. From the 

numbers, they will be introduced to days of 

the week, month and date. They will be able 

introduce themselves and their family 

members. They will look also look at how 

question sentences are form and also the 

format in most sentence structures. 

My Pet and hobbies 

Pupils build on knowledge acquired in 

Module 1 to help develop into expressing 

their opinions with like, dislike, have and 

don’t have. From family members, they will 

be taught how to describe their pet, tell 

others about their hobbies and why is that 

so. Students will learn how to use the perfect 

tense and past tense to differentiate the 

time line. Students to express their opinions 

with different adjectives and positive or 

negative phrases. 

Food and drinks 

Pupils to learn about Chinese food, 

vocabulary for basic food and drinks. From 

the opinion sentences and phrase, students 

will be looking into how to apply the 

grammar and connectives into different topic 

to express their opinions. Pupil will be 

learning how to read the characters without 

depending too much on pinyin through 

radicals and strokes.  
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Opportunities for cultural capital: Students will be looking into Chinese culture through the Zodiac animals and Chinese food. They will be 

looking into understanding how Chinese people think through their language. 

 

Year 8 

Module 1 Module 2 Module 3 

School life 

Pupils will review their learning from year 7 

in the new context of languages and school 

subjects in order to consolidate their 

learning. They will be learning how to talk 

about their daily meal which will be building 

on pupils’ prior knowledge as they were 

introduced to the food and drinks in Year 7. 

Pupils will be introduced to a range of 

connectives to extend their sentences. Pupils 

will build on prior knowledge regarding dates 

and numbers linked to time.   

Shopping and vacation 

Pupils will be learning about weather, 

countries, transport, places and holiday 

activities.  They will look at the various travel 

destination and elaborate their holiday with 

a range of activities and adjectives. Pupils 

will continue to build upon prior knowledge 

by discussing likes and dislikes, giving 

reasons for their opinions.  Pupils will 

deepen their knowledge of the present tense 

covered in Year 7 and learn how to turn that 

into future tense.   

 

My home and town 

Pupil will be working on vocabulary for 

home, housing structures, bedroom, items 

and directions. Pupils will build on prior 

knowledge by asking and answering a range 

of questions, using their knowledge of 

numbers to understand daily routine, 

occupations and work places. Pupils will be 

reading and listening to more extended texts 

in order to deepen their knowledge and 

understanding.  Pupils’ written work will also 

be more developed and include three 

different time frames.  

Opportunities for cultural capital: Students will develop a deeper understanding of Chinese school, cities and Chinese people’s daily 

routines.  
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Year 9 

Module 1 Module 2 Module 3 

School life and Routine 

This module will act as a bridging module, 

enabling students to bring together the 

grammar structures, verbs and vocabulary 

learnt in years 7 and 8. Some pupils will also 

deepen their knowledge of using reflexive 

verbs in the present tense.  Pupils will 

especially review the past, present and 

future tense with their prior knowledge. 

Pupils will transfer this knowledge through 

the topic of the school subjects they are 

doing, their hobbies and routines.   

School Uniform 

Pupils will learn how to describe their school 

uniform with range of vocabulary. Pupils will 

therefore deepen their knowledge through 

comparison of uniforms. Pupils will then 

transfer this learning to talk about school life 

in England and how different it is to China, 

school buildings and classroom comparison, 

learning culture and lifestyle differences.  

Travel in China 

Pupils will be looking at season, Chinese 

attractions and planning a trip to China. By 

doing so, pupils will learn more about 

Chinese places of interest to visit.  Pupils will 

use the perfect, present and near future 

tenses to discuss past holidays and future 

plans.  They will also be able to understand 

information in extended texts and longer 

listening passages spoken at near natural 

speed including a range of tenses, adjectives 

and opinions.  

 

Opportunities for cultural capital: Students will compare themselves to students in China. Students will then look into traveling to China, 

visiting the attractions, and discuss about understanding Chinese culture.  

Year 10 

Module 1 Module 2 Module 3 

Theme 1 Theme 2 Theme 2 
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Students will study the topics of family, 

describing people, home life and holidays. 

Students will look new range and complex 

vocabulary. Students will review all the basic 

grammar and vocabulary, focusing on 

Chinese characters only. Students will begin 

to use all different structures in a variety of 

contexts. Students will interact with a variety 

of materials, authentic and exam based. 

Students will begin to enrich their vocabulary 

with more complex language suitable to 

GCSE, such as SCOOBY ZOO connectives. 

Students will study the topics of getting 

around, festivals, custom holidays, sight-

seeing and eating out. Students will review 

comparatives, superlatives, relative clauses 

and prepositions. Students will begin to be 

more creative and less structured. They will 

ask and answer a variety of unprepared 

questions. Students will interact with a 

variety of materials, authentic and exam 

based. Students will begin to enrich their 

vocabulary with more complex language 

suitable to GCSE. 

 

Students will study the topics of local area, 

environment and social issue, cultural food, 

free time and hobbies. Students will interact 

with a variety of materials, authentic and 

exam based. Students will begin to enrich 

their vocabulary with more complex 

language suitable to GCSE, such as adverbs.  

 

Opportunities for cultural capital: Students will continue to explore their holiday and activities in different countries, international and 

Chinese festivals with their culture. Students will consider the environment and develop opinions on wider social and global issues, enabling 

them to take part in global debates around humanitarian issues. 

Year 11 

Module 1 Module 2 Module 3 

Theme 3 
Students will study the topics of hobbies, 
health and sports, shopping, internet and 
social trends. Students will use different 

Theme 2 and exam skills 
Students will look at the daily routine habit, 
school and future plans, careers and jobs. 
Students will use indirect object pronouns in 

Exam skills 
Students will follow a bespoke scheme of 
work as designed by the class teacher, 
following the mock examinations. This will be 
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comparison and modal verbs in a variety of 
tenses. Students will begin to enrich their 
vocabulary with more complex language 
suitable to GCSE, such as connectives and 
prepositions.  

complex sentences with varied tenses, 
connectives and will use varied vocabulary to 
give arguments for and against. Students will 
then follow a bespoke scheme of work as 
designed by the class teacher, following the 
mock examinations. This will be based 
around learning gaps, as identified in the 
mock exams.  

 

based around learning gaps as identified in 
the mock exams.  

Opportunities for cultural capital: Students will consider their health and habit, future plans, career and future possibility in China or Asia.  

 

In following this progression model, pupils who wish to carry on learning Mandarin at A level should be well equipped to do so. Pupils should 

leave key stage 4 with a strong grammatical understanding, an ability to manipulate language to speak spontaneously and a rich vocabulary. 

This should ensure that the pupils are able to start key stage 5 Mandarin with the skills needed to be successful in the course. The key stage 5 

course at St. Joseph’s begins with the modules of family and interests. These are both topics covered in key stage 4 ensuring that pupils have 

the core vocabulary needed in order to begin the course and start to work with more complex characters, vocabulary and grammar.  

 

 

 


