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Curriculum Intent  



What does our curriculum aim to do? 

Our curriculum aims to develop attitude to learning, language learning skills 

and knowledge. Pupils will know how to learn a language through 

metacognition and will interact with the language through the 4 skills: 

listening, reading, speaking and writing.  

Our pupils will learn not only tenses but how to extend sentences and justify 

opinions and prepare for GCSE demands. Pupils will be exposed to French 

culture on a regular basis, and encouraged to develop learning strategies for 

memorising and retaining vocabulary and structures.  This can be evidenced 

through the lessons attached to our SOLs 

 

What are the key things our students need to learn according to the National 

Curriculum, the new OFSTED framework and to prepare them for KS4? 

 

Pupils will need to learn how to apply learning strategies, such as mnemonics, 

to the 4 skills. This should take place through didactic and learning to learn 

strategies. 

Pupils are shown how to skim and scan to tackle written texts and use a ‘top 

down, bottom up’ approach to listening. We use mnemonics for writing and 

speaking to act as a checklist for incorporating all of the necessary elements.  

 

Why do we order KS3 modules the way we do? 

We order modules to incorporate all skills while increasing linguistic difficulty 

each year for all standards of pupils, in the hopes that French and/or Spanish 

GCSE is within the reach of all students. We begin with nouns and build up to 

phrases, sentences and then paragraphs within a module aiming to 

incorporate all tenses by the end of KS3.  

Year 8 and year 9 develop skills using diluted tasks from the GCSE paper and a 

didactic approach to modelling the necessary strategies for approaching those 

skills. We seek to develop resilience, reciprocity and resourcefulness through 

project-based approaches and Kagan styles.  

 

 



What skills do we want our KS3 learners to have mastered by the end of KS3? 

We want pupils to apply learning methods to any skill; to know how to learn a 

language and tackle an exam in any skill. These include: 

● Skimming and scanning-6 stages of reading 

● Inference-reading or listening between and beyond the lines of what we 

read and hear 

● Transferring and adapting knowledge to any context 

● Memorising-look, see, cover, write 

● Structuring sentences and essays 

● Synthesizing: bringing different chunks of learning together into a 

coherent whole but ensuring relevance in writing 

What does our KS4 curriculum aim to do? 

Prepare students to fulfill GCSE exam and to be prepared for the unknown: ‘To 

know what to do when you do not know what to do.’ KS4 embeds the learning 

strategies from KS3 and develops a resilient attitude to tackle the more 

complicated texts. We also introduce more relevant topics, such as 

homelessness and the environment and we include more tenses, including the 

subjunctive for the most able. If our learners know how to learn, the extra 

sophistication is not daunting. 

 

 

What are the key things our students need to learn according to the AQA 

syllabus? 

Pupils will need to gain knowledge of the 3 set themes as well as the structure 

and underpinning grammatical concepts. 

Pupils will receive differentiated guidance on how to access the curriculum at 

all levels and will know how to approach exam papers. 

Pupils will know how to be good learners. 

 

 

 



Why do we order KS4 modules the way we do? 

KS4 modules are ordered in topics, not themes, according to the novelty of the 

theme. We seek to improve learning attitudes by increasing confidence and 

therefore start with familiar topics, but we include all 3 tenses from the 

beginning with the extra introduction of direct and indirect objects. Within the 

module we tend to start with key nouns from the intended listening or reading, 

moving onto a phrase, a sentence with a justified opinion and a well-developed 

paragraph. We refer to the mnemonics APPO: Answer-Pimp-Prime-Opinion.  

What skills do we want our KS4 learners to have mastered by the end of KS4? 

We want pupils to have mastered the skill of applying mnemonics or 

structured learning strategies to all papers. These skills include; 

● Writing-Apply APPO  

● Listening-Top down and bottom up approach 

● Speaking-Apply PALM: 

People 

Action 

Location 

Mood 

How to memorise and application of grammar to context. 

● Reading-Skim and scan 

 

To what extent are the curriculum aims clear? 

The curriculum aims are clearly marked within the shared planning of each 

module. All teachers in the department are briefed on department aims and 

are aware of the need to develop skills, attitude and knowledge. 

How relevant are the curriculum aims to the local context? 

We consider both the regional context and the socio-economic context of our 

locality. Through our study of languages, we encourage enthusiasm for and 

tolerance of, other cultures. We do this by studying music and musicians from 

the TL countries KS4 & 5 and through studying ‘Les Choristes’ and extracts 

from ‘Le Petit Prince’ at KS3. We hope that by celebrating diversity and 

difference, we can help to overcome xenophobia.  



We refer pupils to homework club so that they can access the internet, 

particularly ‘Quizlet,’ and we ensure that this is done with sensitivity and 

subtlety. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


