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“The farther backward you can look, the farther 
forward you are likely to see.” 

Winston Churchill 
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Key Stage 3 
What does our KS3 Curriculum aim to do? 
• Develop students who are passionate about history and engage enthusiastically in their 

learning, developing a sense of curiosity about the past and their understanding of how 
and why people interpret the past in different ways. 

• Ensure students have excellent knowledge and understanding of people, events, and 
contexts from a range of historical periods, of historical chronology, and of historical 
concepts and processes.

• Encourage students to be able to think, reflect, debate, discuss and evaluate the past, 
formulating and refining their own questions and lines of enquiry. 

• Develop students’ awareness of historical evidence and make critical use of it to support 
explanations and judgements.

• Develop students’ literacy skills and its fundamental value across the curriculum. 
• Ensure History contributes to students Personal, Social, Health and Economic education. 

Key content our students learn: 
Year 7:
• Romans Empire & Expansion to 

Britain 
• Norman England c1066-1100
• Medieval life
• Tudor England
Year 8: 
• Renaissance
• Transatlantic Slave Trade
• America expansion and 

consolidation, 1800s
• Industrial Britain
Year 9:
• World Wars 1914-1939
• America: Boom and Bust
• Nazi Germany and the Holocaust
• America: Civil Rights Movement

By the end of Key Stage 3 students will 
be able to:
• Be independent learners and critical 

and reflective thinkers.
• Ask relevant questions about the past.
• Analyse and evaluate a range of sources 

in their historical context.
• Organise and communicate their 

historical knowledge and understanding 
in different ways and reach conclusions.

• Use a wide range of historical key terms 
appropriately.

Key Stage 3 sequence of learning:
• Modules are sequenced 

chronologically to enable students 
make use of their knowledge and 
understanding to facilitate deeper 
discussions as to how society has 
developed over time. This will enable 
students to draw comparisons across 
historical periods and contexts.  
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Key Stage 4
• GCSE History enables students to study different aspects of the past, so they can engage 

with key issues such as conflict, understand what drives change and how the past 
influences the present.

What does our KS4 Curriculum aim to do? 
• Develop and extend students knowledge and understanding of key events, periods and societies 

in local, British, and wider world history; and of the wide diversity of human experience
• Engage in historical enquiry to develop as independent learners and as critical and reflective 

thinkers.
• Develop the ability to ask relevant questions about the past, to investigate issues critically and to 

make valid historical claims by using a range of sources in their historical context
• Develop an awareness of why people, events and developments have been accorded historical 

significance and how and why different interpretations have been constructed about them
• Organise and communicate their historical knowledge and understanding in different ways and 

reach substantiated conclusions.

America, 1920-1973: Opportunity and inequality
• This period study focuses on the development of the USA during a turbulent half century of change. It was a 

period of opportunity and inequality – when some Americans lived the 'American Dream' whilst others 
grappled with the nightmare of poverty, discrimination and prejudice.

• Students will study the political, economic, social and cultural aspects of these two developments and the 
role ideas played in bringing about change. They will also look at the role of key individuals and groupsin 
shaping change and the impact the developments had on them.

Conflict and tension between East and West, 1945–1972
• This wider world depth study enables students to understand the complex and diverse interests of different 

states and individuals and the ideologies they represented. It considers revolutionary movements during this 
time. It focuses on the causes and events of the Cold War and seeks to show how and why conflict occurred 
and why it proved difficult to resolve the tensions which arose during the Cold War. This study also considers 
the role of key individuals and groups in shaping change and how they were affected by and influenced 
international relations.

Britain: Health and the people: c1000 to the present day
• This thematic study will enable students to gain an understanding of how medicine and public health 

developed in Britain over a long period of time. It considers the causes, scale, nature and consequences of 
short and long term developments, their impact on British society and how they were related to the key 
features and characteristics of the periods during which they took place. Although the focus of this study is 
the development of medicine and public health in Britain, it will draw on widerworld developments that 
impacted on the core themes. Students will have the opportunity to see how some ideas and events in the 
wider world affected Britain and will promote the idea that key themes did not develop in isolation, but 
these ideas and events should be.

Norman England, c1066-1100
• This option allows students to study in depth the arrival of the Normans and the establishment of their rule. 

The depth study will focus on major aspects of Norman rule, considered from economic, religious, political, 
social and cultural standpoints of this period and arising contemporary and historical controversies.
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Key Stage 5
The Tudors: England 1485-1603.
• This option allows students to study in breadth issues of change, continuity, cause and 

consequence in this period. It explores key issues  such as the powers of the monarchy, 
how effectively England was governed, how relations with foreign powers changed and 
how succession was secured.  Students will study English society and economical 
changes, as well as religious changes and the role of key individuals and how they there 
affected by developments in this period.

Revolution and dictatorship: Russia, 1917-1953.
• This option provides for the study in depth of the coming and practice of communism in 

Russia. It explores concepts such as Marxism, communism, Leninism, and Stalinism, 
ideological control and dictatorship. It also enables students to consider issues of 
political authority, the power of individuals and the inter-relationship of governmental 
and economic and social change.

What does our KS5 Curriculum aim to do? 
• Develop students’ interest in, and enthusiasm for, history and an understanding of its 

intrinsic value and significance.
• Acquire an understanding of different identities within society and an appreciation of 

aspects such as social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversity. 
• Build on students’ understanding of the past through experiencing a broad and 

balanced course of study that is distinct from Key Stage Four. 
• Improve as effective and independent students and as critical and reflective thinkers 

with curious and enquiring minds.
• Develop the ability to ask relevant and significant questions about the past and to 

research them. 
• Acquire an understanding of the nature of historical study, for example that history is 

concerned with judgements based on available evidence and that historical judgements 
are provisional. 

• Develop students’ use and understanding of historical terms, concepts and skills
• Make links and draw comparisons within and/or across different periods and aspects of 

the past. 
• Organise and communicate students historical knowledge and understanding in 

different ways, arguing a case and reaching substantiated judgements.


