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An apprenticeship can take between 
one and six years to complete, 
depending on the industry and the 
level at which you are studying. 

How long do 
apprenticeships 
take? 

apprenticeship

employer

training provider

apprenticeship levy

block release

day release
If you study an apprenticeship you’ll earn a wage and learn 
valuable new skills relevant to your chosen industry. 

An apprenticeship might appeal to you if you’d like to learn 
on the job, rather than being in a classroom full time.

Levels of 
apprenticeship

What is an 
apprenticeship? 

People of all ages and backgrounds study 
different types of apprenticeships. By studying an 
apprenticeship you will meet a range of different 
people on your study days while you complete 
your qualification, as well as at your place of work. 
 
Entry requirements for different levels of 
apprenticeship will vary between employers and 
training providers, so you can find one most suited 
to your level of study. 

* This can be a college, university or independent provider.  ** This means an apprentice does not pay tuition fees.

A qualification that 
combines work and 
study. 

The organisation 
apprentices work 
for on a day to day 
basis. 

A day away from the 
workplace (usually 
once a week) for 
academic study. 

A tax on UK 
employers to fund 
apprenticeships.** 

A period of time 
away from the 
workplace for 
academic study. 

The organisation 
responsible for the 
academic aspect of 
the apprenticeship.*

Who studies an 
apprenticeship? 

Intermediate

Equivalent to studying for five GSCEs. 

Advanced

Equivalent to studying for two  
A levels.

Higher

Equivalent to studying for a higher national 
certificate or higher national diploma. 

Degree

Equivalent to studying for a Bachelor’s  
or Master’s degree. 

135 246

An apprenticeship allows you to 
gain a qualification while you work. 

Quick and  
useful links

key terms
futureme.ac.uk

gov.uk/apprenticeships-guide

amazingapprenticeships.com

getingofar.gov.uk

ucas.com/apprenticeships-in-england

For more 
information 
try looking at these  
useful sources of  
information:



Where can an 
apprenticeship 
take me?

How to 
apply

You will earn a wage while completing an  
apprenticeship and the amount depends  
on the employer and your age. 

Although you will be considered an employee you 
will still get access to student discounts with an 
Apprenticeship Extra card from the National 
Union of Students. 

As an employee of a company you may 
be eligible to some of their additional 
workplace benefits such as holiday 
pay, a pension, leisure facilities, and 
access to a car. You should check 
this with your employer.  

 

If you are interested in an 
apprenticeship you should set 
up an account with the official 
Government apprenticeship 
website. 

You can keep up to date with the latest vacancies  
and filter them by level, industry, and location.  

    www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship

How will I learn and 
be assessed during 
an apprenticeship? 

job advert

shortlisting

interview

Successful 
candidate appointed 

submit application

Fees and 
Funding 

employment
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The 20% is generally classroom based and will include 
learning the theory behind your chosen industry. There 
may also be some online learning to complement your 
work and study. 

This time out at a college or university gives you the 
opportunity to meet other apprentices who are working 
at different employers and work with a tutor who knows 
about your qualification. The way you are assessed will 
depend on the qualification you are working towards.

Some of the common assessments for apprentices include:

There are lots of different routes between different levels of 
apprenticeships, other qualifications and employment. Think 
about the job you want to do to work out the best path for you.

college workplace

completing coursework 

keeping a portfolio to demonstrate 
the skills you are learning

sitting exams  

Benefits of  
studying an 
apprenticeship

You’ll earn money while 
gaining a qualification. 

You’ll get to study through 
hands on experience and learn 
from other members of staff 
at your workplace.

You’ll learn real life practical skills in 
your chosen field in the workplace.

one.

two.

three.

20%

80%

apprentices usually spend 80% of their 
time in the workplace learning on the 
job, and 20% of their time at a college, 
university or training provider

Your employer and training 
provider will cover the 
cost of tuition so there is 
nothing for you to pay. 

*An intermediate apprenticeship can lead directly to 
employment, providing you are 18 upon completion. 
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