
20th Century philosopher Mackie created 
the ‘inconsistent triad theory’ to depict 
the problem of Evil.  

The theory states that if evil exists in the 
world then God cannot be all powerful 
(omnipotent) and he cannot be all-loving 
(omnibenevolent). 

Mackie stated that:
➢ If God was all powerful, he would have 

the power to stop evil. 
➢ If God was all-loving, he would love us 

enough to stop evil.
➢ HOWEVER, since evil still exists, then 

God cannot exist. 

What is evil? 

Moral—evil done by humans eg. murder 

Natural—evil which occurs in nature eg. 
Earthquakes 

Structural—evil done by governments 
eg. Holocaust 

Corporate—evil done by businesses eg. 

Exploitation 

 

Catholics believe that evil entered the 
world through the Fall.  They believe 
that Lucifer, an angel who rebelled 
against God, tries to turn humans from 
God.  Adam and Eve misused their free 
will and disobeyed God in Genesis.  As a 
result death, disease, sin etc enters 
God’s perfect world. 

 

Evil is a problem for religious peo-
ple because it causes people to 
question why God would allow ter-
rible things to happen. 

Hume calls evil “the rock of athe-
ism” because it causes people to 
become atheists and agnostics. 

IMPACT OF THE FALL 

Confession of sins  Self-Flagellation 

Baptism to remove original sin   

Theodicy = An attempt to justify why a loving God allows the existence of   
evil in the world.

Augustinian theodicy = Evil is not a ‘thing’ that God created, it is simply 
the absence/privation of Good.  We create the absence of Good by 
misusing free will.

St. Augustine believed that: 
➢ We are led to evil because of the misuse 

of free will.
➢ We need free will otherwise God would 

be a benevolent dictator. 
➢ Adam and Eve misused their free will 

which lead to the absence of good from 
the world. 

➢ Humans who commit ‘evil’ are simply 
misusing their free will and turning away 
from good.

THE IRENAEAN THEODICY
Bishop Irenaeus came up with his own 
theodicy. Today we call this the Irenaean
Theodicy. 

Irenaeus believed: 
❖ God makes us in his likeness and 

image. 
❖ God allows evil in the world to 

act as a spiritual fog. 
❖ It is something that challenges 

us, and when we pass through it 
we come out of it stronger and 
wiser.

❖ Getting through the fog makes 
us more ‘God-like’.



The 18th century philosopher David Hume 
said that suffering and evil are the ‘rock of 
atheism’. That is, you cannot successfully 
reconcile the existence of evil with the 
existence of God. 

Stephen Fry – If God exists, then he is a 
‘monster and a maniac’. 
This stems from the existence of cancer in 
children and insects that make children 
blind in Africa.

Richard Dawkins – Wrote the book called 
‘the God delusion’. Dawkins cites that if God 
were real he would not allow such cruelty to 
exist in the world. Dawkins jokes that God 
is as real as fairies and Leprechauns.

Other religious views on evil… 

LACTANTIUS  

“Unless we first know evil, we shall be  

unable to know good”. 

HYPER-CALVINISM 

They that God has predestined all of our 
actions, and has already determined who 
will go to heaven and who will go to hell. 

Absolutists – Believe things are ALWAYS right or wrong. 

Relativists – Believe things are right or wrong depending 
upon the situation.

“The Bible tells us 
that killing is 

wrong. It doesn’t 
matter if it is 

self-defence, war, 
abortion etc.

Killing is never 
ok.” 

“Killing is wrong, 
but just suppose 

someone is coming 
at you with an axe 
and it’s the only 

way to save 
yourself, then 
killing is ok. “

The WBC are absolutist fundamentalist 
Christians. 

They see things like abortion, homosexuality, 
divorce, adultery, sex-outside of marriage, 
stealing, killing during war and contraception 
as evil acts against the will of God. For the 
WBC these things can NEVER be morally 
right.

Roman Catholics are absolutist in their approach to most 
things. An act is evil if it breaks the 5 primary precepts. 
They base their morality on Natural Moral Law which 
inspires the CCC. 
E.g. Abortion is always wrong because it breaks the 
precept of reproduction and defend the innocent. 
Stealing is wrong because it breaks the precept of order, 
defending the innocent and it breaks God’s Decalogue 
commandment of ‘thou shalt not steal’.

Liberal protestants like Joseph Fletcher 
use situation ethics (doing the most loving 
thing). 

They believe an act is good if it leads to 
the most loving outcome. 

An act is bad if it leads to a bad outcome.

For example: 
Killing is wrong. But suppose your pet dog 
is suffering and in a lot of pain. Is it not 
more loving to take like Fido down to the 
vets and end his suffering by having him 
put down?

A liberal protestant would say in this case, 
killing the dog is a kind act.

Nick Vujicic—motivational speaker 
born without limbs 

Corrie Mapp—soldier who lost his legs 
in an explosion wins Gold at Paralym-
pic games. 

Close to Jesus by suffering like him 

Gram Seed—transformed by suffer-
ing to a Christian preacher 

NML—Thomas Aquinas argued that evil oc-
curred when people break the Natural Moral 
Laws. 

These are universal laws given to all people by 
God and are the basis of every other law in 
the Roman Catholic Church. 

Conscience—The Catechism of the Catholic Church 
teaches that God gave us all a conscience in order to 
help us work out what is right or wrong. 
 
CCC 1776 says that God put this conscience inside us “to 
do good, to love and to avoid evil”. 
 
CCC 1776 says Catholics must “obey this voice”.  



Jesus said to his disciples ‘anybody 
who wants to be my disciple must pick 
up their cross and follow me’. 

Jesus gave his life, endured the most 
horrendous suffering possible out of 
agape love for mankind.

Pope Francis declared that Jesus death 
on the cross was the ‘greatest act of 
love the world has ever seen’. 

The Pope teaches that sometimes we 
have to suffer for the love we have for 
others. But suffering serves a purpose –
following the example of Christ.

Jesus’ example can help those who 
suffer to create opportunities  for 
good to come from suffering eg.  
Jimmy Mizen’s parents who have set 
up a foundation in his name and 
Gregory Moore who has helped with 
cross community relations in Ire-
land through his suffering. 

PILGRIMAGE – A RESPONSE TO SUFFERING

Why do people pilgrimage to Lourdes?

✓ To end their suffering - 7000 people have 
reported significant cures. 67 full proven 
miracles. 

✓ To help those who suffer – Every year the 
diocese run trips for people to volunteer to 
help the sick.  In Lourdes people who are not ill 
are actually in the minority. It is a place where 
being seriously ill is normal.

✓ To atone for our sins – People make 
pilgrimages to say sorry for their sins. 

✓ To be spiritually renewed - People who go on 
pilgrimage often come back refreshed 
spiritually and feel reconnected with God.

Roman Catholics be-
lieve in the Trinity.  
This is a mystery 
which can never be 
understood.  There is 
one God but three 
persons of the God-
head.  They are all 
God. 

Pieta 

1. Triangle shape –heaven/rock of Golgotha 

2. Mary is young—spiritually dependent on 
Jesus 

3. Mary’s youth—purity and innocence 

4. Scene of suffering—calm/hopeful for 
resurrection/forgiveness 


