
Skill A Vocabulary—Worth 6% of your GCSE grade! 

 

 

 

 

Creatio ex nihilo—Creation out of nothing. How God created 
our universe.  

Evolution—Theory created by Charles Darwin of how species 
have adapted over time e.g. monkeys into humans.  

Imago Dei—Said by St. Catherine of Siena. The idea that we 
were all created in ‘the image of God’.  

Inspiration—Literally means ‘God breathed’ in Latin. How God 
guides us in our lives.  

Omnipotence—The idea that God is ‘all-powerful’. 

Revelation—How God shows himself to the world e.g. To     
Moses through the burning bush.  

Stewardship—The Catholic duty to care for the environment 
and to improve the environment for future generations.  

Transcendence– God exists outside space and time.  

Roman Catholics: 

-Take the bible metaphorically e.g. the story 

of Noah isn’t necessarily 100% fact, it could 

just be a story of God’s wrath and God’s love.  

-When we read the 7 days of creation we 

don’t take it literally. 7 days could be a      

metaphor for 7 billion years of creation.  

-In Genesis ‘let there be light’ could be a      

metaphor for the Big Bang theory! 

Evangelical Christians:  

-Evangelical Christians take the Bible literally 

or as 100% fact.  

-For Evangelicals, to take the Bible as a       

metaphor is a sin.  

-The Evangelical movement is one of the fast-

est growing religious movements in the world, 

particularly in America. Let’s have a look at 

some Evangelical groups and their beliefs be-

Evangelical Snake Handlers: 

The Evangelical Snake Handlers are a group of 

Christians who take one line of Mark’s Gospel 

literally which says “If ye have faith, pick up 

snakes”. This impacts them by encouraging 

them to pray with venomous snakes and dance 

with them to prove their faith and devotion to 

God. It is a very dangerous practice.  

Evangelical Purity Movement: 

The Evangelical Purity Movement in America 

take the line “thou shalt not commit adultery 

literally”. This impacts them by calling their fa-

ther’s their boyfriends, taking a vow of purity, 

attending purity balls and wearing purity rings. 

They do this to go to heaven. They cannot have 

sex until their wedding day.   

Evangelical Westboro Baptist Church: 

The Evangelical WBC take the lines “thou 

shalt not kill” and “thou shalt not commit 

adultery” literally. This impacts them by en-

couraging them to protest against soldiers and 

against the LGBTQ+ community. They hold 

us discriminatory signs claiming they are 

evangelising and doing God’s will.   

Creationist Christians: 

These Evangelicals take Genesis literally, name-

ly the 7 days of creation. This impacts Creation-

ists as they believe Eve was made from Adam’s 

rib and they do not believe in dinosaurs as they 

were not mentioned in the creation story. 

Quiverfull Christians: 

These Evangelicals take the line “go forth and 

multiply” literally in Genesis. This impacts them 

by encouraging them to have 20 babies per fami-

ly for God and to raise them as Christians.  

In summary:  

-Roman Catholics take the Bible               

metaphorically and interpret the Bible.  

-Evangelicals take a literal view of the Bible 

and follow it as 100% fact.  

What even is the Bible? 

Collection of 74 books: 46 

in the Old Testament and 

27 in the New Testament. 

Old Testament = Before Jesus.  

New Testament = From Jesus on-

wards.  

Major source of 

guidance for all 

Christians 

The Bible was written over 1000 years and contains stories from the crea-

tion of the Universe about 4000BC through to the first Christian Saints like 

St. Paul in the 60s AD. Many of the bible stories were passed down from 

families by word of mouth before people could read or write, therefore a lot 

of the stories were written down 100s of years after they actually happened. 

Some Christians, like Catholics think these teachings need to be interpreted. 

Others like Evangelicals think they should be taken literally.    

The Bible didn’t 

exist as one book 

until 397AD. 



Theory #1: The Design Argument: 

William Paley said that just as a watch needs a watchmaker to design it to work perfectly, 

so too must the world have a designer because it works perfectly and therefore needs an 

intelligent designer. He used examples to prove his point like:  

-Trees = They give off oxygen that we need to survive and convert our carbon dioxide for 

us.  

-Gravity = Not too much, not too little—just the perfect amount.  

-Distance from the sun = any closer it would be too hot for human life, any further away it 

would be too cold for human life.  

Humanist Stephen Fry criticised this and said if God did 

really design this world then he is a “monster and a    

maniac”. He said “why would he design cancer or insects 

that eat children’s eyes from the inside out?” 

Humanist Richard Dawkins said that if God was a watch-

maker then he must be a “blind watchmaker” because if 

he has designed the universe why would he design war, 

disease, famine, disasters? 

Theory #2: The Causation argument 

St. Thomas Aquinas said that everything in existence needs a cause to exist. For 

example your existence was caused by your parents, their existence was caused by 

their parents’ existence. This chain can go all the way back however SOMETHING 

must have caused the first people to exist—that being must be called God.  

It’s a bit like pushing over a line of dominoes. Someone external to the dominoes 

must have caused the first domino to fall. Aquinas called God ‘the first cause’ of 

the universe (i.e. he is like the being pushing over the dominoes).  

This is known as the causation argument.  

Humanists like Fry and 

Dawkins argue well ‘if eve-

rything needs a cause, what 

is the cause of God?’ 

Catholics argue that God 

does not need a cause as he 

is the most powerful being 

in the universe.  

Humanists like Fry and 

Dawkins argue well if God 

causes everything, does he 

then cause terrorist attacks 

like 9/11? Did he cause the 

Holocaust? Does he cause 

COVID-19? Does he cause 

war? 

Theory #3: Scientific View Theory #4: The Roman Catholic view 

Pope Francis said “The Big Bang and Evolution are the most likely explanation for the 

universe, however God is the guiding hand behind them”. That means God caused the 

Big Bang and Evolution to happen.  

-So Roman Catholics DO agree with science, just that God caused it.  

-Remember, the Big Bang theory itself was created by a French Catholic Priest called Fr. 

Georges Lemaitre—it was created to show how God created the universe we live in.  

Saint Augustine, a Catholic Saint, argued that God created the world through ‘creatio 

ex nihilo’. This means ‘out of nothing’.  

• Augustine said that ‘He created everything, and that out of nothing’. 

• Augustine said that everything in existence is fully dependent upon God i.e. with-

out God we would not be here.  

• Because of this we must worship God and keep his commands as he is our Father. 

 

The Big Bang Theory: 

-Theory created by French Catholic Priest Fr. Georges Lemaitre as a way to explain 

how God created the universe. Also proposed by Stephen Hawkins. 

-It is the idea that atoms collided and created a huge explosion that has led to the crea-

tion of galaxies expanding to form the universe. As this hot matter cooled down plan-

ets, stars and galaxies were formed over billions of years.  

The Theory of Evolution: 

-Theory created by Charles Darwin during his scientific voyage on 

HMS Beagle to the Galapagos Islands 

-Darwin observed a species of birds called Finches on these islands and 

found that the same species had adapted over time to suit the types of 

food available to them on each island. He concluded that animals that 

are able to adapt survive longer than those that don’t. Thus, they live 

longer and are able to reproduce and pass on the adapted trait. This he 

called ‘survival of the fittest’.  

-Darwin claimed that man had adapted from primates over time in order 

to survive.  



Key words to learn: 

Sanctity of life— The idea that all life is holy and created by God. 

Quality of life—A measure of how good a life someone will have.  

Abortion—premature termination of a foetus.  

Pro-life—Someone who is anti-abortion.  

Pro-choice—Someone who believes the mother should have a choice as to 

whether she wants an abortion or not.  

What is the current law on abortion? 

1991 Revised Abortion Act states:  

-Only have an abortion up to 24 weeks. 

-Requires 2 doctor’s consent.  

-Mother must be in danger or her physical or mental health 

will suffer. 

-If the baby will be born severely disabled it is allowed.  

-If the health and well-being of existing children will suffer as 

a result. 

-If the mother has been raped or will die during the pregnancy.  

Stops unwanted babies being 

born. 

If the baby was going to    

suffer it may be the kindest 

thing 

Cheaper than treating  

severely disabled babies. 

Takes away the human rights 

of the baby. 

Doctors should save lives not 

end them. 

Lots of couples want a 

baby, you could have it 

adopted instead.. 

Secular (non-religious)       

arguments for abortion 

Secular (non-religious)       

arguments against abortion 

Saint Catherine of Siena: Imago Dei 

Saint Catherine said that God has made us all 

‘imago Dei’ which means in his image.  

It doesn’t matter how we look, whether we have 

disabilities, our skin colour or physical fea-

tures—he has made us all perfect in his image.  

Catholics use this argument to argue that abor-

tion is wrong because God gives us life and we 

should not take it away.  

Roman Catholics on abortion: 

Roman Catholics are pro-life/against abortion 

because: 

-‘Thou shalt not kill’ in the 10 Commandments. 

-St. Thomas Aquinas’ Natural Moral Law teach-

es us to ‘Defend the innocent’ and an unborn 

baby is innocent life.  

-Catholics believe life begins at conception 

(when the sperm fertilises the egg) therefore they 

see abortion as murder.  

Evangelicals like the WBC: 

Take the Bible literally including 

the line ‘thou shalt not kill’. They 

see abortion as murder and a sin 

against God.  

Evangelicals like Quiverfull: 

Take the Bible literally including the 

line ‘go forth and multiply’. They see 

abortion as breaking this command-

ment to have 20 children per family.   

Liberal Christians e.g. Church of England 

Are guided by St. Paul’s teaching that ‘love 

is the greatest’. They argue that abortion 

might sometimes be the most loving thing 

e.g. if the parents can’t afford to have a child 

or the mother has been raped.  


