
St Joseph’s Catholic Academy Art & Photography Department 
YEAR 7 ART KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER

MODULE 1  AUTOBIOGRAPHY. THINGS TO REMEMBER

WHAT IS A SELF PORTRAIT?

A self portrait is a piece of artwork which shows something about yourself. It could 

include an image of you or things which are related to you such as belongings, 

objects etc. This could take the form of anything such as painting, sculpture, 

photograph, collage

FACIAL PROPORTION TIPS

1) Your eyes are one eye-width apart.

2) The bottom of you nose is half way between your eyes and chin

3) The top of your ears are level with your eyes.

4) Your eyes are half way between the top and bottom of your head.

5) Your mouth is half way between the bottom of your nose and your chin.

6) The width of your lips is roughly the distance from pupil to pupil.

JULIAN OPIE FACTS

Julian Opie is a British artist who rose in the art scene in the 1980s. Today he is 

one of the leading contemporary artists in the world. Opie is famous for his 

simplified artwork including portraits of himself and others. He often includes 

technology in his artwork.

MIXING SKIN TONES

Start by mixing an part of red, yellow and white paint together. Then, if you want to 

make light skin tones, add in more white to lighten the colour. If you want to 

create mid-range skin tones, try adding equal parts burnt umber and raw sienna to 

darken it.

MODULE 2  COLOUR THEORY. THINGS TO REMEMBER

A colour wheel is a diagram which shows the relationships between primary 

colours, secondary colours, tertiary colours etc.

Primary colours are blue, red, and yellow.

Secondary colors are orange, green, and purple. These are composed of the 

primary colours on either side of it on the colour wheel. For example: Orange = 

red+yellow, Green = blue+yellow, Purple = blue+red.

The tertiary colours are made by mixing equal parts of one primary colour and 

one secondary colour. There are six tertiary colours: yellow-orange, red-

orange, red-violet, blue-violet, blue-green, and yellow-green

Complementary colours are opposite to each other on the colour wheel. They 

create a strong contrast and make each other stand out.

A harmonious colour is one that sits next to another on the colour wheel or very 

close to. It's very easy to create a balanced colour scheme that is pleasing to 

the eye using harmonious colours. 

A tint is a mixture of a colour with white, which reduces darkness, while 

a shade is a mixture with black, which increases darkness.

MODULE 3  UNDER THE SEA. THINGS TO REMEMBER

What is composition?

In Art, composition is the placement or arrangement of the things such as 

figures, trees, and so on in a work of art. Basically where you are choosing to 

place them.

What is Rule of Thirds?

The rule of thirds is one of the main “rules” of composition art and 

photographic composition. In rule of thirds, your drawing is divided into thirds 

with two imaginary lines vertically and two lines horizontally making three 

columns, three rows. You can then place your subject on one of those lines.

What should I consider when creating a composition?

Apply the Rule of Thirds. 

Centre Your Subject. 

Look for Triangles. 

Consider Framing. 

Look for Symmetry

Keep the Background Simple

TOP TIPS FOR DRAWING

Make sure your pencil is sharp at all times.

Use light pencil lines so you can rub out and redraw.

Make sure pencil is sharp at all times when drawing.

Don’t settle for something you are not happy with. Continue to rub out and redraw until 

your get it right.

TOP TIPS FOR COLOURING WITH PENCIL
Make sure your pencils are sharp when colouring/shading.

Add some light and dark shading to make your colouring 3D.

Press hard for darker shades and press lighter for lighter shades.

Overlay colours to create your own tints and shades if a colour.

TOP TIPS FOR PAINTING

Use the tip of your brush.

Use a little bit of paint at a time and add the paint evenly.

Stay within the lines of your shape. To help you do this turn your paper and 

paint from the inside of your shape against the line.

TOP TIPS FOR MIXING PAINT
Add Dark to Light.

Use a palette to mix your colours.

Make sure you have mixed enough paint to cover the area you wish to paint.

TOP TIPS FOR WATERCOLOUR PAINTING

Make sure you paper is dry when adding watercolour.

If you are layering colours make sure the layer before has dried or you colours 

will ‘bleed’.

Add a layer of wax to stop your watercolours going into a particular area.

Try wetting the paper to help you blend colours

Make sure your don’t have too much water on your brush.

TOP TIPS ADDING BUBBLE WRITING

Carefully plan out the size of your letters.

Use light pencil line to sketch out your letters using single lines at first. 

Draw around your letters to make them look ‘thicker’ – rub out the lines inside.

Add a bold outline to your letters. 
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MODULE 1  HENRi ROUSSEAU. THINGS TO REMEMBER

Who Is Henri Rousseau?

Henri Rousseau was born on May 21, 1844, in Laval, France. He left school at 

an early age and entered military service, where he stayed for four years. After 

his marriage in 1869, he became an inspector with the Paris toll office. 

Rousseau began to paint seriously in about 1880, and in 1886 he exhibited his 

work for the first time. In 1893 he retired on a tiny pension and devoted himself 

to painting. Rousseau is usually described as a primitive, a term used to 

describe a self-taught painter whose technique lacks the polish of a trained 

artist.

What is Landscape Painting?

Landscape painting, also known as landscape art, is the drawing or painting 

of landscapes in art—natural scenery such as mountains, valleys, trees, rivers, 

and forests. Often the artwork shows a wide view.

What is Midground, Background & Foreground?

The foreground is that part of the image that is closest to the front. The 

background is the part of the image that is further away. The midground is that 

which is in the middle of the foreground and the background.

MODULE 2 MASKS. THINGS TO REMEMBER

What is a Mask?

A mask is a form of disguise or concealment usually worn over or in front of the 

face to hide the identity of a person. 

They are often used to turn the wearer into another being. The hiding and 

revealing personalities or moods is common to all masks. 

They have been used throughout the world in all periods since the Stone 

Age and have been as varied in appearance as in their use and symbolism.

MODULE 3  INSECTS. THINGS TO REMEMBER

What Is Symmetry?

Something is symmetrical when it is the same on both sides. A shape has 

symmetry if a central dividing line (a mirror line) can be drawn on it, to show 

that both sides of the shape are exactly the same.

What is Pattern?

A pattern is a design in which lines, shapes, forms or colours are repeated. 

The part that is repeated is called a motif. Patterns can be regular or irregular.

TOP TIPS FOR DRAWING

Make sure your pencil is sharp at all times.

Use light pencil lines so you can rub out and redraw.

Make sure pencil is sharp at all times when drawing.

Don’t settle for something you are not happy with. Continue to rub out and redraw until 

your get it right. 

Your drawings should be clearly drawn and precise

TOP TIPS FOR COLOURING WITH PENCIL

Make sure your pencils are sharp when colouring/shading.

Add some light and dark shading to make your colouring 3D.

Press hard for darker shades and press lighter for lighter shades.

Overlay colours to create your own tints and shades if a colour.

TOP TIPS FOR PAINTING

Use the tip of your brush.

Use a little bit of paint at a time and add the paint evenly.

Stay within the lines of your shape. To help you do this turn your paper and paint from 

the inside of your shape against the line.

Build up textures such as hair by adding repetitive thin strokes of paint using the tip of 

your brush.

Blend you paints by adding block colours to your painting and using a damp brush to 

blend the two colours on your painting.

TOP TIPS FOR BUILDING A RELIEF MASK

Draw out and cut out the outline of your mask

Draw and cut out your eyes.

Draw and cut out your mouth.

Turn your card so you are always cutting towards you.

Always use a safety mat to cut on. 

Cut out small shapes and details to show good control over your knife.

Hold your knife as if you are holding a pen.

Add string over the lines that you have drawn so they start to stand out.

When adding string – add lots of glue to stick it down firmly

The more string you stick down the more it will show through your tissue paper.

TOP TIPS FOR ADDING PATTERN.

• Use the pattern resources to begin adding a range of different patterns.

• Use biro pen, fineliner when adding your patterns so you can show you 

can draw with different materials.

• Make sure that each different section of your insect has a different pattern 

in so they stand out against each other.

• You will not be able to rub out and redraw when adding pen – you could 

sketch out your pattern in pencil before going over them with pen. 

• Add some pencil shading mixed with your pen drawn patterns as shown 

in the extra challenge resource.

• Your patterns will be built up with small shapes drawn closely together.

• Use fineliner and water to experiment with pen and wash.

TOP TIPS FOR PEN & WASH DRAWINGS.

Use water soluble fineliners.

Add a line and try washing into it by using a wet paint brush.

Wait until your wash dries on your paper until your draw back into it as your ink will 

‘bleed’.

Experiment with creating lighter and darker areas with your wash.

TOP TIPS FOR TRACING & TRANSFERRING

Create you drawing in pencil.

Stick a piece of tracing paper over the top of your drawing with masking tape 

and draw redraw out your drawing.

Flip your tracing paper ‘pencil  side down’ and draw over the top of your lines –

you should have a ghost drawing of your lines.

Use those lines to draw over the top of.
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MODULE 1  SURREALISM THINGS TO REMEMBER

What is Surrealism?

A 20th-century art movement in art and literature which tried to release the 

creative potential of the unconscious mind, for example by creating and odd 

juxtaposition of images.

Who was Rene Magritte?

René François Ghislain Magritte was a Belgian Surrealist artist. He became 

well known for creating a number of witty and thought-provoking images. Often 

showing ordinary objects in an strange context, his work is known for 

challenging observers thoughts about what they think can be real.

What is Juxtaposition?

Juxtaposition means placing two or more things next to each other, often with 

the intention of comparing or contrasting the two things. It is commonly used in 

the visual arts to emphasize a concept, form unique compositions, and add 

intrigue to paintings, drawings, sculptures, or any other type of artwork.

Creating Skin Tones

Start by mixing an part of red, yellow and white paint together. Then, if you 

want to make light skin tones, add in more white to lighten the colour. If you 

want to create mid-range skin tones, try adding equal parts burnt umber and 

raw sienna to darken it.

MODULE 2  MYTHICAL CREATURES. THINGS TO REMEMBER

What is Mythical Creature?

A legendary, mythical and mythological creature, also called a fabulous 

creature and fabulous beast, is a supernatural animal sometimes part human, 

whose existence has not or cannot be proved.

Where Can I See Mythical Creatures in Our Culture Today?

Mythical creatures can be found throughout out culture today. Most significantly 

they can be seen in films and literature. Science fiction is a genre which uses 

mythological creatures a lot.

MODULE 3  POP ART. THINGS TO REMEMBER

What is Pop Art?

Pop art is an art movement that emerged in the United Kingdom and the United 

States during the mid- to late-1950s. The movement presented a challenge to 

traditions of fine art by including imagery from popular and mass culture, such 

as advertising, comic books and mundane mass-produced cultural objects

Who is Andy Warhol?

Andy Warhol (born Andrew Warhola; August 6, 1928 – February 22, 1987) was 

an American artist, film director, and producer who was a leading figure in the 

visual art movement known as pop art. His works explore the relationship 

between artistic expression, advertising, and celebrity culture that flourished 

by the 1960s, and span a variety of media, including painting, printing, 

photography, film, and sculpture.

Who is Roy Lichtenstein?

Roy Fox Lichtenstein was an American pop artist. During the 1960s, along with 

Andy Warhol, Jasper Johns, and James Rosenquist among others, he became 

a leading figure in the pop art movement. His work defined pop art through 

mimicking other artworks from high and low culture.

TOP TIPS FOR COLOURING WITH PENCIL

Make sure your pencils are sharp when colouring/shading.

Add some light and dark shading to make your colouring 3D.

Press hard for darker shades and press lighter for lighter shades.

Blend your colours carefully from dark to light to show control over your pencil.

Overlay colours to create your own tints and shades if a colour.

TOP TIPS FOR BUILDING WITH CLAY

Always use slip to attach clay.

Don’t hold the clay in your hands too much as your skin will dry out the clay.

Cut out and attach small shapes to add details

Smooth out clay after you have added it.

Take off any clay features you aren’t happy with and try again. 

Use the clay tools to add textures to your clay model when it is finished.

Ensure you do not have big lumps of clay on your model as they may explode 

when fired.

TOP TIPS FOR PAINTING

Use the tip of your brush.

Use a little bit of paint at a time and add the paint evenly.

Stay within the lines of your shape. To help you do this turn your paper and 

paint from the inside of your shape against the line.

Build up textures such as hair by adding repetitive thin strokes of paint using the 

tip of your brush.

Look closely at an the image you are working from to work out which areas are 

darker/ lighter. Looking at the image you are working from is VERY 

IMPORTANT!

Paint right to the edges of your paper when painting the background of your 

painting. This will help your work look more finished.

Blend your paints by adding block colours to your painting and using a damp 

brush to blend the two colours on your painting.

TOP TIPS FOR DRAWING

Make sure your pencil is sharp at all times.

Use light pencil lines so you can rub out and redraw.

Make sure pencil is sharp at all times when drawing.

Don’t settle for something you are not happy with. Continue to rub out and redraw until 

your get it right. 

Your drawings should be clearly drawn and precise

TOP TIPS FOR DRAWING FROM A GRID

Fold your portrait photograph and sheet of drawing paper in the same way.  

Draw in the folded lines on both using a ruler.

Use the grid to transfer or enlarge the drawing of your image on to your drawing 

paper.

Look at each square of your grid individually.

Look for key features in each square. Ask yourself where in the square that 

feature is eg. Is it half way between the top and bottom, side and side? Do he 

same when looking at the grid on your drawing paper.

Show control over your pencil work by drawing in finer details.

Show you have thought carefully about how your chosen face image will line up 

with your shoulders 




