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MODULE 1  HENRI ROUSSEAU. THINGS TO REMEMBER

Who Is Henri Rousseau?

Henri Rousseau was born on May 21, 1844, in Laval, France. He left school at 

an early age and entered military service, where he stayed for four years. After 

his marriage in 1869, he became an inspector with the Paris toll office. 

Rousseau began to paint seriously in about 1880, and in 1886 he exhibited his 

work for the first time. In 1893 he retired on a tiny pension and devoted himself 

to painting. Rousseau is usually described as a primitive, a term used to 

describe a self-taught painter whose technique lacks the polish of a trained 

artist.

What is Landscape Painting?

Landscape painting, also known as landscape art, is the drawing or painting 

of landscapes in art—natural scenery such as mountains, valleys, trees, rivers, 

and forests. Often the artwork shows a wide view.

What is Midground, Background & Foreground?

The foreground is that part of the image that is closest to the front. The 

background is the part of the image that is further away. The midground is that 

which is in the middle of the foreground and the background.

MODULE 2 MASKS. THINGS TO REMEMBER

What is a Mask?

A mask is a form of disguise or concealment usually worn over or in front of the 

face to hide the identity of a person. 

They are often used to turn the wearer into another being. The hiding and 

revealing personalities or moods is common to all masks. 

They have been used throughout the world in all periods since the Stone 

Age and have been as varied in appearance as in their use and symbolism.

MODULE 3  INSECTS. THINGS TO REMEMBER

What Is Symmetry?

Something is symmetrical when it is the same on both sides. A shape has 

symmetry if a central dividing line (a mirror line) can be drawn on it, to show 

that both sides of the shape are exactly the same.

What is Pattern?

A pattern is a design in which lines, shapes, forms or colours are repeated. 

The part that is repeated is called a motif. Patterns can be regular or irregular.

TOP TIPS FOR DRAWING

Make sure your pencil is sharp at all times.

Use light pencil lines so you can rub out and redraw.

Make sure pencil is sharp at all times when drawing.

Don’t settle for something you are not happy with. Continue to rub out and redraw until 

your get it right. 

Your drawings should be clearly drawn and precise

TOP TIPS FOR COLOURING WITH PENCIL

Make sure your pencils are sharp when colouring/shading.

Add some light and dark shading to make your colouring 3D.

Press hard for darker shades and press lighter for lighter shades.

Overlay colours to create your own tints and shades if a colour.

TOP TIPS FOR PAINTING

Use the tip of your brush.

Use a little bit of paint at a time and add the paint evenly.

Stay within the lines of your shape. To help you do this turn your paper and paint from 

the inside of your shape against the line.

Build up textures such as hair by adding repetitive thin strokes of paint using the tip of 

your brush.

Blend you paints by adding block colours to your painting and using a damp brush to 

blend the two colours on your painting.

TOP TIPS FOR BUILDING A RELIEF MASK

Draw out and cut out the outline of your mask

Draw and cut out your eyes.

Draw and cut out your mouth.

Turn your card so you are always cutting towards you.

Always use a safety mat to cut on. 

Cut out small shapes and details to show good control over your knife.

Hold your knife as if you are holding a pen.

Add string over the lines that you have drawn so they start to stand out.

When adding string – add lots of glue to stick it down firmly

The more string you stick down the more it will show through your tissue paper.

TOP TIPS FOR ADDING PATTERN.

• Use the pattern resources to begin adding a range of different patterns.

• Use biro pen, fineliner when adding your patterns so you can show you 

can draw with different materials.

• Make sure that each different section of your insect has a different pattern 

in so they stand out against each other.

• You will not be able to rub out and redraw when adding pen – you could 

sketch out your pattern in pencil before going over them with pen. 

• Add some pencil shading mixed with your pen drawn patterns as shown 

in the extra challenge resource.

• Your patterns will be built up with small shapes drawn closely together.

• Use fineliner and water to experiment with pen and wash.

TOP TIPS FOR PEN & WASH DRAWINGS.

Use water soluble fineliners.

Add a line and try washing into it by using a wet paint brush.

Wait until your wash dries on your paper until your draw back into it as your ink will 

‘bleed’.

Experiment with creating lighter and darker areas with your wash.

TOP TIPS FOR TRACING & TRANSFERRING

Create you drawing in pencil.

Stick a piece of tracing paper over the top of your drawing with masking tape 

and draw redraw out your drawing.

Flip your tracing paper ‘pencil  side down’ and draw over the top of your lines –

you should have a ghost drawing of your lines.

Use those lines to draw over the top of.




