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Transition Newsletter 

Welcome from Mrs Hammill,  Deputy Headteacher (Pastoral) 

 

Hello Year 6 Students, 

By the time you read this newsletter there will be just two weeks to go until the end of year meaning we are getting closer to 
September and you joining our school community! In the next couple of days you will receive a letter informing you as to 
which House and Tutor Group you have been allocated; remember your tutor group will be a mixture of students from lots of 
different schools and this is a wonderful opportunity to make new friends. There are plenty of opportunities during the day to 
see your primary school classmates and if you are the only student from your school coming to us we will take extra special 
care in helping you feel welcome. Your Tutors are busy making a welcome video and we’ll let you know as soon as it is ready!  

Take care, Mrs Hammill 

Virtual Transition Programme  

This week you will find that two videos have been added to the transition 

page.   

Due to the Covid-19 restrictions we have been unable to hold our Parents 

Information Meeting.  The link below will take you to the video, which has 

all of the information that would have been shared with you at that 

event. 

http://www.stjosephs.uk.net/school-life/transition/    

We are also shortly sharing Your Questions & Answers video, where staff 

have answered the questions you shared with us.  This can also be found 

on the Y6 Transition page on our website.  

Literacy Riddle. 

http://www.stjosephs.uk.net/school-life/transition/


FAITH 
from Mr Young, Curriculum Leader for RE 

Can you actually see the sun?  

The obvious answer is YES of course we can. But can you really see the 
sun? Or can you see the sun’s rays of light?  

In this week’s Gospel Jesus tells us that no one can know God the Father 
except through Jesus the Son of God! 

Sound a bit confusing?!!! 

Well, when you look in the sky you don’t actually see the sun itself, you simply see the light it gives off. 
This light allows us to know what the sun in the sky is like. We feel its warming rays and experience the 
beauty of its heat and light. So too is it with God. As Christians we are blessed because God sent His 
only son into the world so that we could learn and come to know God more deeply. In the Gospels, Jesus 
tells us that God wants a relationship with each and everyone of us.  When we see Jesus’ acts of love, 
kindness, mercy and selflessness we learn that God is all of these things and that no matter what He is 
always here for us. So this week I too challenge you to be Christ’s light in the world to your families, 
friends, neighbours and communities. Amen and God bless each and everyone of you.  

Online Family Worship Night Live!!! 

 

On behalf of Fr. Adrian, Deacon Kevin, Chaplain Adam and myself 

I just wanted to say a massive thank you for everyone who joined 

us for Sunday’s online family worship night live. It was fantastic 

to journey with you all in faith. Please keep logging onto both the 

St. Josephs & St. Bede’s 

Churches Jarrow Facebook 

page and St. Bede’s 

Partnership Youth Page on 

Facebook for more worship 

nights coming soon. God bless.  

 

St Joseph’s Alumni: Meet Jennifer Bartram 

Jennifer is an ex-St. Joseph’s pupil who now, amongst other things, presents the weather for the BBC - you may 

have seen her presenting from her home during lockdown.  Jennifer came to St. Joseph’s from St James’ Primary 

and she has just celebrated her 10th anniversary with BBC weather.  We asked Jennifer what she remembered 

from her first day at St. Joseph’s, here is her response: 

‘I woke up with my first ever spot, right in the middle of my nose, so felt a bit nervous. I also packed a bag with 
things I thought I might need – including full PE kit, a French dictionary and a bible, as well as all of my pencil cases 

and packed lunch. It weighed a ton! Needless to say, I didn’t need anything except the pencil case on the first day. I remember coming 
home and being excited to tell my Mam and Dad everything I’d found out about how my new school worked.’   
 
At GCSE she studied all of the core subjects like English, RE, Maths and Science, along with options of French, German and History, as 
well as Food Technology and IT. She then carried on with the languages and History at A Level.  She really enjoyed her choice of subject.   
 
When asked if she has any fond memories of her 7 years at St. Joseph’s Jennifer said, ‘I have so many 
fond memories! I used to really enjoy music, so spent a lot of time rehearsing with various bands and 
orchestras over the years. I loved the summer and Christmas concerts we used to do. One of my 
favourite memories was a production of Jesus Christ Superstar we did when I was in Year 8, which all 
year groups got involved in. Apart from that, gossiping with my pals at breaktime was a daily 
occurrence!’ 



 

Wellbeing & Science at St. Joseph’s 

Keep learning for mental wellbeing 
Learning at home is just as important as it is in school. Home learning is a different environment to 
school but can still give you the opportunity to discover a variety of new skills. 
Recently on the talent show Britain’s Got Talent, a group named ‘Sing along with us’ gained the 

golden buzzer. The group used Makaton, more commonly known as sign language during their 

performance and wowed the judges. To have a go at learning Makaton yourself follow the link 

Makaton singing hands - This is me (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IpA7q2SIh2o ) to sing along to the sounds of 

the Greatest Showman. Alternatively, for those who are enjoying baking in lockdown, why not try our cereal 

marshmallow treat? 

Maybe you could place recipes and photos of your finished products in a book to create your own cookbook! 
 

Alternatively, you may wish to create 

a paper paddle craft such as a kayak 

or canoe. Following instructions is an 

important part of being successful in 

all aspects of life.  If you like the 

thought of growing your own plants, 

taking better care of the ones you 

already have or being arty with plant 

pots then click on the link DIY plant 

ideas to find out more. There are 

ideas on how to grow your own 

vegetables, make fun egg heads and even have your own pineapple tree. It’s an amazing feeling to watch them 

grow.  If indoor gardening doesn’t appeal to you then you could always try making your own playdough. To make 

things easier, there is no cooking required but remember to store in an air tight container so you can possibly use 

again.   Enjoy!                                                                       Please note: Ensure there is a responsible adult to supervise.  

Have a go at creating your own Da Vinci Science drawing. Go outside and find 5  

interesting things; maybe a flower, an insect, a leaf. Try to draw the objects as  

accurately as you can. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IpA7q2SIh2o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IpA7q2SIh2o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lpwH-FX0YGM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lpwH-FX0YGM

