
JOURNAL 

Special Edition 

Dear Students, Parents and Carers, 

Welcome to this special edition of St. Joseph’s Journal! We are living in uncertain and worrying times where the 

importance of us supporting one another is absolutely central to our mission as a Catholic school. Many of us are 

now going to be studying and working from home for an unknown period of time and we need to look for ways to 

reach out and care for everyone in our community. Therefore, we are going to publish STJ’s Journal on a weekly basis 

in order to share news, information and to celebrate the amazing work our students are producing at home! 

If you have articles, stories, quizzes, suggestions for activities to do at home etc. then please send them in to share by 

emailing: homestudyhelp@stjosephs.uk.net.  All contributions welcome! 

This special edition has been compiled by our wonderful staff so a huge thank you to them. 

The STJ Journal Reporting Team 
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As we spend time socially distancing it is natural 
that we will then be spending more time on social 
media. We know that there are so many positives to 
social media. We can keep in touch with loved ones, 
we can stay up to date with current affairs and we 
can share our interests.  
 
We also know that we must be careful online. Not 
everything which is posted is going to be true. There 
are lots of things being shared on social media 
which are designed to spread panic rather than 
information and joy. Make sure you are getting your 
news from reliable sources such as BBC 
newsround:  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround#more-stories-2 

 
We also need to think about 
other people’s feelings. 
Sometimes the things we 
post on line can be taken out 
of context, so we need to 
take extra care. Before you 
post or share anything, use 
the mnemonic THINK to 
help you make a good 
decision. 

Digital Resilience 

The first volume of 
Pullman’s iconic fantasy 
saga is a stunning display 
of storytelling, 
characterisation and 
world-building that 
leaves all its competitors 
and imitators for dust. 
Set in an alternate universe of species-
shifting daemons, magical artefacts 
and forbidden knowledge, Northern 
Lights is the first step on a 
phenomenal journey of literary 
discovery. 

Reading Corner 

We hope that you have been successful in finding the work that we 
have provided via our website for your child. A reminder that work can 
be accessed via ‘School Life’ and then ‘Home Study Work’. The work 
that teachers have added to these folders is designed to last until the 
Easter break. New resources and tasks will be added following this. A 
suggested approach to the work provided is that your child could 
follow their ‘normal timetable’ to determine which subjects they 
should study and when – this would ensure that their learning is 
spaced out and has some structure. We would really like to celebrate 
the ‘Home Study Work’ of our pupils and have a new email address to 
send the work / photos of projects to – this is 
homestudyhelp@stjosephs.uk.net. 

Home Study Help 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround#more-stories-2


Learning outside the classroom 

update 

St Joseph's has strong student participation in learning outside 

the classroom, including the Duke of Edinburgh award and this 

year we introduced World Challenge. I wanted to update 

everyone on how these programmes will operate moving 

forward. 

DofE (Year 9, 10 & 12) 

This academic year, the Duke of Edinburgh award will not be 

running. Students who have signed up to one of the awards will 

complete their expeditions with us next year in 2020/21. Any 

payments made will be honoured next year. 

Students may be able to complete their physical or skill activities 

in the meantime while the school is closed - but only do so if this 

does not contravene with the Government social distancing 

guidance. I do not advise continuing with the volunteering section 

at this point, as this would involve breaking the social distancing 

guidance. Students have until their 25th birthday to complete the 

award, so there is no immediate need to worry about timescales.  

World Challenge (Year 12) 

The Nepal expedition does not leave until Summer 2021, so this will 

be continuing as planned. However, I understand fundraising efforts 

will be disrupted in this difficult time. I have been given the 

following advice from World Challenge which should help those in 

the Nepal expedition: 

World Challenge is working on a new fundraising pack which will be 

ready for students next week, which reflects the difficult times we 

are in.  They will be exercising flexibility when it comes to payment 

schedules – if students can make just small payments so that World 

Challenge can see that students are still committed;  Please keep an 

eye on 'My World Challenge' for our fundraising ideas and updates. 

I normally do a big speech at the end of the A Level about our 
two years together. I’m sure this is one of the few bonuses of 
this unique situation that you’re getting to miss that! I couldn’t 
let you leave though without a few words and this journal 
gives me chance to let the whole school community know 
about you all too. 

You have been a superb set of lawyers. I can honestly say that 
some of you are some of the most talented law students that I 
have ever taught in my 13 years here. You have all (usually!) 
shown a huge amount of effort in your studies and, despite 
the fact, that you won’t complete the course in the traditional 
way, have completed the course in the way that matters – the 
skills and knowledge you have learned in the two years will 
stand you all in good stead over the years to come, no matter 
what your future holds. Furthermore, I hope you have had 
experiences that have been worthwhile for you academically, 
such as the courts visit and the talks by the judges, but also 
that you will cherish for years to come; we’ve had a lot of 
laughs in between the studying and essays, all the essays! 

I want to wish you 
all the very best for 
the future, whether 
that be in Law or 
another field. And 
always remember, 
the view from the 
top is worth the 
effort of the climb. 

Mr. Mather 

Dear Year 13 Lawyers, 

Thank you for your amazing 

generosity 

On Wednesday 18th 

March we took down all 

of your amazing 

donations of foods, tins, 

toiletries, packets and 

pastas to   Hebburn 

Helps. We filled an 

entire car load of food 

which will go to make ‘isolation packs’ for those 

most vulnerable or isolated in Hebburn and 

Jarrow. Your generosity led to an amazing 600 

meals being donated! Thank you so, so much! 

Please remember, if you or your family need 

any help during this period Hebburn Helps is 

there to help. You can contact them through 

Facebook or on 0191 489 9707. 

Our three core values as a school are Faith, Leaning and Respect.  

Your competition mission is to take a photograph of something that either 
depicts Faith, Learning or Respect.   Send your photo to 
YoungA@stjosephs.uk.net with a short explanation of what your photo 
shows.   The most inspiring photo for each value will win an Easter Egg! 

Deadline: Sunday 5th April by 12pm 

Faith, Learning and Respect Photography competition 


